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KDU Open Day for Prospective Students 

The KDU Open Day was 

held on 03rd October 

2015 for the its second 

consecutive year. The 

event was organised to 

provide an opportunity 

for prospective students 

and families to visit the 

University and learn 

about its degree pro-

grammes.  

The FDSS stall was declared open by Major 

General Milinda Peiris, Vice Chancellor, KDU. 

The aim of this event was to provide infor-

mation about the educational and military 

programmes offered by the Faculty of De-

fence and Strategic Studies. A large number 

of participants with an interest in the field of 

Defence and Stategic Studies visited the FDSS 

information stall to get details. 

Major General JR Ku-

latunga Deputy Vice 

Chancellor Defence and 

Administration and 

Dean – FDSS, KDU, Colo-

nel Chandana Wick-

ramasinghe also partici-

pated in the event. 
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VISION 

 

To be the national focal point and 

resource centre for supporting the 

National Strategy and facilitating 

needs of  the strategic community in 

Sri Lanka. 

MISSION 

To conduct the best teaching, research and 

outreach programs on strategic studies with 

multi-disciplinary approach for KDU stu-

dents, officers in the Armed Forces, Police, 

Government and Private Sector officials and 

others who seek opportunities to learn the 

subject. 



Lieutenant General A W J C De Silva RWP VSV 

USP ndu psc, was appointed as the 21st Com-

mander of the Sri Lanka Army, effective from 

22nd February 2015 by His Excellency the President Maithripala 

Sirisena as the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. Lt 

Gen Silva has actively contributed towards the counter insur-

gency operations against the LTTE . 

Source: www.army.lk  

Former Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Navy, Vice 

Admiral Ravindra C. Wijegunaratne was appoint-

ed as the Navy’s new Commander by His Excel-

lency the President Maithripala Sirisena on 10th
 July 2015. Prior 

to this he served as the Director General Coast Guard, Com-

mander of four of the five Naval Commands of the Navy.                    

                          Source: www.navy.lk             

“Sound strategy starts with having the right goal ” - Michel Porter 
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The 25th  General Convocation of General Sir John Kotelawala Defence Uni-

versity was held on 20th October 2015 at the Bandaranaike Memorial inter-

national Conference Hall (BMICH) Colombo. His Excellency President 

Maithripala Sirisena  graced the occasion as the Chief Guest. President 

Sirisena awarded Trophies and Gold Medals to the outstanding scholars of 

the academic year. Chancellor of the General Sir John Kotelawala Defence 

University General (Retd) Rohan Daluwatte conferred degrees to the gradu-

ants. The event was attended by distinguished invitees, academic and ad-

ministrative staff of the University. Adm (Retd) JSK Colombage was awarded 

the 1st ever Doctorate of Philosophy awarded by KDU which is a remarkable 

achievement in the University’s history. 2/Lt RP Samarasinghe was awarded the Sword of Honour for her exceptional 

academic performance. Chief of the Defence Staff, Commanders of the Tri– Forces, Vice Chancellor of KDU, Officials of 

the Ministry of Defence and Police Officers were also present  at the occasion. 

FDSS  

Russian Armored articulated all-terrain tracked carrier DT-3PM unveiled for the first time 

During a celebration held on February 13, the DT-3PM, an armored articulated all-terrain 
tracked carrier which was manufactured by the Joint-stock company was unveiled. It is 
an armored version of the DT-3P. This armored vehicle is roughly equivalent to the BvS 
10/Viking. DT-3PM is a fully amphibious armored vehicle based upon the characteristic 
twin-cab, articulated steering system. DT-3PM is designed for use in diverse climatic con-
ditions, on the grounds with low supporting power at ambient temperatures from +40° 
to -50° C.            
                                               

     source: www.armyrecognition.com 
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General Convocation held at BMICH 

http://www.armyrecognition.com/united_kingdom_british_army_light_armoured_vehicle/bvs10_bvs_10_viking_amphibious_all-terrain_armoured_vehicle_data_sheet_description_information_uk.html
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President Maithripala Sirisena appointed Air Mar-

shal Gagan Bulathsinhala as the 15th Air Force 

Commander on  15th  June 2015. He succeeds Air 

Marshal Kolitha Gunathilake who was earlier appointed as the 

Chief of the Defence Staff. Air Marshal Bulathsinhala joined the 

Sri Lanka Air Force in 1981 as a Cadet Officer and  he been in 

several positions in the Sri Lanka Air Force including the Chief 

of Staff of the Sri Lanka Air Force. Source: www. airforce.lk             

Pakistan's Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sha-

rif arrived in Sri Lanka on 5 th  June 2015 at the invi-

tation of his Sri Lankan counterpart Lieutenant 

General A W J C De Silva. Sri Lankan Army presented a guard of 

honor to General Raheel. Later, he was given detailed briefing 

about operational and training aspects of the Sri Lankan army. 

This four day visit was the General Sharif's first visit to Sri 

Lanka.    Sources: www.colombopage.com, www.tribune.com 

 
KDU Delegation visits Sikkim University  

Volume 1 Issue IV 

Ukraine and Czech Republic to strengthen industrial military cooperation in the defence sector 

A corresponding agreement was reached on March 26, during a Ukrainian—Czech De-
fence Cooperation Forum, which took place at State Holding UKROBORONPROM, which 
is the Defence industry in Ukraine. The main task of UKROBONPROM is to equip Ukrain-
ian soldiers with modern weapons. The delegations of the two countries discussed pos-
sibilities of military-technical cooperation in strengthening key sectors of the domestic 
defence industry. The Ukrainian side was represented by UKROBORONPROM specialists 
and Ministry of Defense delegates. 

Source: www.armyrecogition.com 
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A delegation from KDU, headed by Deputy Vice Chancellor Major General 

JR  Kulatunga (Defence and Administration) visited Sikkim University from 

19th to 26th November 2015 at the invitation of the Sikkim University, India. 

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed by Major General 

JR  Kulatunga of KDU and T. K. Kaul, Registrar, Sikkim University in the pres-

ence of Prof. T. B. Subba, Vice Chancellor, Sikkim University. A discussion on 

the scope of exchange programmes and joint research was held prior to the 

signing of the MoU. Prof. Subba impressed upon the gathering that every-

thing should be in a clear way to avoid any misunderstanding in the future. 

Deputy Vice Chancellor Major General JR Kulatunga, Col LCR Jayasuriya, Lt 

Col Chaminda Liyanage, Maj RMLK Ratnayake, Lt Cdr SACR Kulatunga, Mr. S. Satheesmohan, Mr. Arshad Cassim, 

Officer Cadet RMTL Rathnayake, Mr. RKDG Kaluarachchi and Ms. KERL Fernando participated in this visit.  

FDSS  



“Invincibility lies in the defence, the possibility of victory in the attack” - Sun Tzu 
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Two Iranian naval ships IRIS Naghdi and IRIS Ban-

dar Abbas arrived at the Port of Colombo on 09
th

  
February 2015 as part of the overseas tour for the 
Naval University cadets of the Islamic Republic of 

Iran. The Officer in tactical command Captain Mohammad Re-
za and Commanding Officers of the ships belonging to the Ira-
nian Naval Force paid a courtesy call on the Commander of the 
Navy, Vice Admiral Jayantha Perera at the Naval Headquarters 
in Colombo.  

Source: www.defence.lk 

Sri Lanka Air Force won the first place in the Na-

tional Productivity Award in the Public Sector - 

Departments category for the year 2014.  

The annual event is organised by the National Productivity Sec-

retariat (NPS) which is under the Ministry of Public Administra-

tion and Management. Institutes which had become effective 

by bringing productivity concepts throughout the annual calen-

dar are appraised during the event.  

    Source: www.airforce.lk 
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Chinese Army conducts fourth test launch of WU-14 hypersonic missile 

China carried out the fourth test of an ultra high-speed nuclear delivery vehicle in June 
2015 that included what intelligence officials say were extreme maneuvers. It was the 
fourth successful test of the Wu-14 in the past 18 months and the frequency of tests is 
being viewed by U. S. intelligence analysts as an indicator of the high priority placed on 
developing the weapon by the Chinese. The new strike vehicle is considered a high-
technology strategic weapon capable of delivering nuclear or conventional warheads 
while traveling on the edge of space. One of its key features is the ability to maneuver to avoid U. S. missile 
defenses  

       Source: The Washington Free Beacon  
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Dean – FDSS, Colonel Chandana Wickramasinghe participated in Asia –Pacific 

conference on Security and International Relations held at the Art Center of 

Kobe, Japan from 15 to 17 October 2015. He presented a paper titled 

“Lessons for Post  Conflict Sri Lanka from the World War II” and argued the 

tendency of post war developments in Sri Lanka. The conference brought 

together over 100 decision makers, academics, think-tankers, civil society 

activists and journalists from different countries. The key note and featured 

speakers provided a variety of perspectives from different academic and pro-

fessional backgrounds. Professor Reinhard Drifte from Newcastle, UK, Pro-

fessor Joel R. Campbell from Troy University, Japan, Dr. Thomas French, 

Ritsumeikan University, Japan and Dr. Craig Mark from Kwansei Gakuin University, Japan too participated in the con-

ference as keynote and featured speakers. Moreover Colonel Chandana Wickramasinghe was awarded the best speak-

er title at the conference.  

Dean-FDSS Participated in the Asia Pacific Conference 2015 
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Sri Lanka Army, the country's most sought service 
provider and the pride of the Nation that boasts 
unmatched achievements turns 66 years of age 
on October 10 which is also regarded as the Army 

Day. A ceremonial parade to commemorate the Army Day 
headed by Lieutenant General Crishanthe De Silva, Command-
er of the Army took place at the Army Cantonment in Panago-
da with a special  Guard of Honour greeting him as the Chief 
Guest.                              
                                                                        Source: www.army .lk 

Sri Lanka Navy celebrated its 65th Anniversary on 

09th December 2015. A series of special religious 

and social events were conducted during the pre-

ceding week to mark a mile stone year of the Navy. The anni-

versary of the Sri Lanka Navy, a flag blessing ceremony was 

held at the Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi in Anuradhapura on 

12th December 2015 under the patronage of the Commander 

of the Navy, Vice Admiral Ravindra Wijegunaratne 

Source: www.defence.lk 
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A warm welcome to the Australian Defence Advisor  

The Defence Advisor of the High Commission of Australia in Sri Lanka, Cap-

tain Jason Sears paid a courtesy call on Vice Chancellor, KDU on 2nd Novem-

ber 2015. Vice Chancellor Major General Milinda Peiris warmly welcomed 

the Defence Advisor at his office. On arrival, the Deputy Vice Chancellor 

(Defence and Administration) and several officials received the visiting del-

egation and accompanied them to KDU Vice Chandler's conference hall.  

Matters of mutual interest with regard to the development of defence be-

tween the two countries were discussed during the meeting. The main pur-

pose of this discussion was to source information on the security in the In-

dian Ocean Region and its impact on Australia in order to prepare a De-

fence White Paper in 2015. Dean – FDSS Colonel Chandana Wickramasinghe, Research Coordinator—DSS Lt Col 

Chaminda Liyanage, Adjutant Lt Col AHAD Ariyasena, Major RMJB Ranaraja, Dr. Sithara Fernando and Mr. Sanath de 

Silva also participated in this discussion. 

Russia has carried out its first airstrike in Syria near the city of Homs   

According CNN, Russia has carried out its first airstrike in Syria, near the city of Homs on  
30 September 2015. The upper chamber of the Russian parliament has unanimously given 
a formal consent to President Putin to use the nation’s military in Syria to fight terrorism 
at the request from the Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. The request for use of force was 
sent by the President after considering the large number of citizens of Russia and neigh-
boring countries, who went to join terrorist groups fighting in Syria. 

        Source: www.armyrecognition.com 
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The Battlefield of two super powers: A contemporary analysis of the Syrian Crisis  

Col Chandana Wickramasinghe RWP RSP psc 
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 Syria is an independent state in Western 

Asia which has become the battlefield of world two 

super powers, United States of America (USA) and 

Russia. USA has started intervening in Syria in 2011 

stating that the Syrian President Bashir al-Assad and 

his government have committed war crimes against 

pro-democracy protests in the southern city of 

Deraa. Even though the UN commission of inquiry 

has evidence that both sides of the conflict have 

committed war crimes, USA has not stopped playing 

their hegemonic role in the Middle East. As a result 

of that USA began surveillance missions in Syria 

with the rise of ISIS in 2014. As per the US percep-

tion, Obama administration wants to defeat ISIS and 

overthrow President Assad. It shows their hidden 

geo strategic agenda over the oil-rich countries in 

the Middle East. The Arab League powers, Saudi 

Arabia and the Gulf States together with Turkey 

have taken the lead role in organising the Syrian op-

position lead by the Syrian National Council (SNC) 

and the free Syrian Army. It can be identified as a 

shared aim of USA and their allied countries to over-

throw the current Syrian regime.  

 Last year Russia led a military intervention to 

Syria following a formal request by the Syrian gov-

ernment against rebel and Jihadist groups. It was 

Russia’s first military intervention outside the for-

mer Soviet Union since its 1979 invasion of Afghani-

stan. In that sense the important point in this power 

struggle is their key alliances. For instance USA in-

tervened in Syria with its key regional allies Saudi 

Arabia and Turkey while building strong relations 

with Iran which is a close ally of Russia. Russia is 

currently expanding its influence towards Middle 

East through its partnership with Iran and the  

the Iranian network of regional proxies. On the other 

hand the USA is wisely developing relations with Iran 

to counter the Russian influence in the region. In 2015 

Obama in his UN General Assembly speech expressed 

his willingness to work with Iran to fight against ISIS 

and end the civil war in Syria. USA’s efforts to lift their 

sanctions on Iran shows their game in winning Iran 

over Russia. Meanwhile the USA and NATO have dra-

matically escalated their military presence across East-

ern Europe with the wake of last year’s western-

backed coup in Ukraine. In 2015 Russia has also decid-

ed to establish a joint Iranian-Syrian-Iraqi information 

center in the Iraqi capital of Baghdad to implement 

joint operations against ISIS. Putin is also creating a 

new Russian led regional axis to counter the American 

influence with the support of Iran. Russia’s campaign 

to pull regional actors such as Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and 

Israel into its counterterrorism axis is part of Moscow’s 

efforts to weaken Washington’s ties with the Middle 

East. 

 Two days before the start of Russia’s air cam-

paign in Syria, Putin called for an international coali-

tion against ISIS through his UN speech. But one 

month later he mentioned in his television interview 

on 11th October that the Russian goal was to stabilise 

the legitimate power in Syria and create suitable con-

ditions for political compromise. It reveals that there  
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is a long term political 

agenda with the Russian 

involvement in Syria. It 

may also lead to the es-

tablishment of Russian 

power within Syria like 

they did in Ukraine.   

 After the Paris 

attack Russia has attempt-

ed to align itself with 

France since November 

by expanding its air cam-

paign in Syria. France’s 

possible military coordi-

nation with Russia in Syria 

would be a major 

achievement for Moscow 

that would deepen di-

vides in NATO and dimin-

ish EU’s opposition 

against Russian aggres-

sion in Eastern Ukraine. 

From a strategic view-

point Ukraine maintains 

close ties with former 

French President and op-

position leader Nicolas 

Sarkozy and far-right leader Marine Le Pen, both of 

whom have gained momentum in the wake of the 

Paris attacks. Russia will use this opportunity to get 

massive French support to bolster their establish-

ments in Ukraine. Russia is currently escalating its 

military presence in Syria while sending contingents 

of ship from its Black Sea fleet to the eastern Medi-

terranean for military exercises. This showcases 

that Putin wants to retain Russian access to the na-

val facility along the Mediterranean coast at Tartus. 

Therefore the true objective behind Russia’s inter-

vention in Syria was not to end ISIS terrorists but to 

curb US influence in the Middle East.  

Source: www theatlantic.com 

 Thus this is the ideal time to rethink strategies 
which are used by both powers in the Syrian conflict. 
Eventually the interventions led by both parties has 
become a domestic terror threat than ISIS. In this 
context Putin is filling a power vacuum which was 
created by the USA in the Middle East and they are 
now manipulating the international  

community to accept their involvement in counter 
terrorism strategies. But whether Russia or USA stay 
in the country ISIS would be targeted collectively by 
everyone. This is why it is essential to increase the 
Russian- USA collaboration to counter terrorism re-
gardless of their power struggle in Syria.   

http://www.bbc.com/news/the-reporters-34855443
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Living the Eelam Dream: the Tiger’s Use of Social Media - Dr. Sara Dissanayake 

 Today, the Internet has become the potent 

and the most preferred modus operandi for many 

notorious global terrorist outfits. Especially in the 

wake of the rising threat of Islamic State (IS) activi-

ties, the terrorist’s use of social media has attracted 

much attention among security establishments and  

academic circles. IS has undoubtedly spearheaded 

the innovative and successful use of the social me-

dia such as Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram for 

recruitment and propaganda purposes over the 

years, thus posing a grave challenge for law en-

forcement bodies worldwide to combat the terror-

ist online activities. While the IS and jihadist activi-

ties dominates the global counter-terrorism narra-

tive, wide-ranging terrorist organisations today em-

ploy the internet to their advantage.  

 The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) is 

an alarming case in point. The LTTE is known to 

have spearheaded successful cyber-attacks from as 

early as 1990s, and today, it has transformed its 

online presence into a different manifestation. Sri 

Lanka’s most notorious terrorist outfit has been mil-

itarily decimated six years ago, but Velupillai Prab-

hakaran’s separatist legacy is kept alive through so-

cial media.  

 In a recent speech by President Maithripala 

Sirisena in Attidiya, he rightly warned that the sepa-

ratist group’s ideology was alive and well overseas, 

and that the government had to adopt different 

strategies to defeat this ideology. To this end, one 

strategy is to monitor and counter the LTTE ideolo-

gy in the virtual domain. As of January 2016, a 

standard Google search will show that the hashtag 

#LTTE leads to various Instagram and Twitter ac-

counts belonging to numerous individuals who ad-

vocate Prabhakaran and his ideology. The number  

of hits retrieved with this single search alone is alarm-

ing. There are several account handle-names such as 

@eelam_tigers and @tamil__eelam, which aim to 

anonymously represent the Tigers. While these individ-

uals may not specifically nor officially belong to the 

LTTE network, does this not equate to endorsing ter-

rorism by dissemination of propaganda materials? For 

instance in the United States, the FBI views a retweet 

of extremist propaganda on Twitter as endorsement of 

the group, thus punishable under the criminal law. If it 

is considered a criminal offence to hoist Eelam flags 

and Prabhakaran’s photos in public rallies, logic dic-

tates that overt support through dissemination of such 

images - albeit in a different platform - should be treat-

ed equally as an offence and as a national threat.  

 In November 2015, the Sri Lankan government 

de-listed eight Tamil advocacy groups. The government 

assured that it de-proscribed the groups following a 

‘comprehensive study conducted by foreign and local 

intelligence bodies’. However, the hasty de-listing 

(with a supposed aim to expedite the reconciliation 

process) seemed to have missed a fundamental es-

sence of banning terrorist outfits and its activities. The 

Tamil Youth Organisation (TYO) is a case in point. Prior 

to and subsequent to its de-listing, the different chap-

ters of the TYO continued to disseminate images hon-

ouring Prabhakaran and the LTTE on social media, us-

ing hashtags such as #TamilEelam and #OurLeader.  

There is a limit in what a group can advocate in dis-

guise of being the vocal proponents of Tamil rights. 

Engaging with those who embrace Prabhakaran’s ide-

ology is contradictory to the very core of national rec-

onciliation under a unitary state. Alas, we can only 

hope that there is a greater strategic motive to de-

proscribing a group overtly associates itself with the 

violent LTTE separatist ideology. 
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 Terrorist propaganda comes in various mani-
festations, and unfortunately, the virtual world is be-
ing tactfully exploited to facilitate this. The cyber do-
main provides a unique atmosphere, which allows 
anybody to express and disseminate terrorist materi-
als with a minimal sense of fear and scrutiny as op-
posed to the real physical world. The danger lies in 
the fact that these materials are publically dissemi-
nated in open source, with minimal scrutiny from the 
security establishment. Those with vested interests 
will exploit social media to its maximum in order to 
mobilise and organise its potential and current sup-
porters. Because this can be achieved with minimal 
physical presence, the traditional approach of pro-
tecting national security alone will not be able to 
contain the threat.  

 Given the growing outreach and influence of 
online terrorist propaganda to both domestic and 
international audience, it is imperative for our coun-
try to identify and legally define the nature of aiding 
and abetting of terrorism in cyberspace, and then to 
promulgate appropriate domestic legislation to coun-
ter such activities. Although the Justice Ministry of Sri 
Lanka announced in October 2015 that it is contem-
plating new laws to control defamation and slander 
over social media, monitoring and restricting online 
terrorist propaganda requires greater urgency given 
the prevailing situation.  

 Countering pro-terrorist material online poses 
a myriad of challenge. For instance, while the law en-
forcement agencies can physically crack down a local 
rally that hoists Eelam flags and Prabhakaran’s pho-
tos, curbing the dissemination of terrorist propagan-
da materials in the virtual domain requires a different 
approach altogether with much greater resources. 
Key social media platforms and Internet industry 
players (Google, Facebook, YouTube, etc) would also 
be liable, which then throws in the question of media 
ethics, freedom of expression, and data privacy is-
sues.  

Despite the anticipated challenges, the government 

must seek to work closely with Internet industry play-

ers to monitor and regulate the online terrorist prop-

aganda. Sri Lanka is frequently a host to regional and 

international cyber-security conferences; however, its 

focus lies on cyberattacks and cybercrimes targeting 

businesses. The government must dedicate more re-

sources to countering LTTE propaganda in the cyber 

domain, and proactively engage with other countries 

to raise awareness and fight this threat that trans-

cends national borders.  

 Incarcerating terrorist members constitutes 

only a fraction of a comprehensive counter-terrorism 

strategy. As an integral part of our nation’s fight 

against terrorism in today’s technological advent, it is 

of utmost importance to establish a general public 

discourse against those who endorse and disseminate 

terrorist ideologies and images on the internet. Coun-

tering terrorist propaganda online requires a two-

pronged strategy. First, a robust legal provision to 

regulate and mitigate online propaganda at the do-

mestic front, and second, an effective public diploma-

cy to ensure that foreign governments uphold and 

apply their internet policing mechanism to include 

any materials endorsing the Tamil Tigers.  

 The terrorists’ use of social media is as potent 

as ammunitions and explosives. As the pro-Tigers 

makes a dramatic shift in their battlefield to the cyber 

domain, the Sri Lankan government too, must be pre-

pared to fight a new war. 
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How the Oil and Gas Crisis will Impact Global Peace and Security - Maj Janaka Ranaraja psc 

Introduction 
  

 The past four decades into the political econ-
omy of armed conflict suggests that the ability of 
-state combatants to mobilise economic resources 
depends either on external support or on gaining 
control of locally available economic resources. With 
the decline of external support by superpowers for 
numerous armed movements following the end of 
the cold war, predation on civilians and exploitation 
of and trade in natural resources emerged as signifi-
cant financing vehicles of largely self-financing con-
flicts in the late 1990s. As a result of a new sensitivity 
to the economic dimensions of conflict, intra-state 
conflicts in natural resource rich countries progres-
sively became understood as ‘resource wars’ and the 
local economic systems from which combatants mo-
bilised their resources was defined as ‘war econo-
mies’.  
  
 Wars between countries can hamper the sup-
ply of energy especially if it happens in Middle East-
ern countries like Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Iran, Kuwait, 
UAE or Qatar. That’s what happened during the 1990 
Gulf War when the price of oil reached its peak caus-
ing global shortages and created major problems for 
energy consumers. Tax hikes, strikes, military coups, 
political events, severe hot summers or cold winters 
can cause a sudden increase in demand of energy 
and choke supplies. A strike by unions in an oil pro-
ducing firm can definitely cause an energy crisis and 
this is another fact related to the conflicts. The oil 
and gas crisis we face today is not the supply driven 
crisis we had in 1973, but a demand driven crisis, due 
in large measure to increased demand for oil in China 
and India, whose economies are growing by leaps 
and bounds. The oil and gas crisis goes hand-in-hand 
with global security concerns. ‘Global Security’ can 
be defined as “The peaceful interaction of all nations 
for a parallel advancement of individual to societal 
well being and quality of life and, the actions taken 
by nations to guarantee shared sustainability, safety, 
and continuity that challenges mutual security".   

Dependence  On Foreign  Sources  of Energy  and 
Geopolitics  

 
 What happens when the United States, China, 
India, Europe, and Japan all compete over the same 
oil? We are seeing today the beginning of a new era 
in which the Middle East will no longer be a unipolar 
arena. There will be other players, particularly China, 
that will move in and want to cut deals and alliances. 
The United States and Europe are trying to curb 
Iran's nuclear program, to stop it from developing 
the bomb, but the Chinese have signed a $70 billion 
energy deal with Iran and said they will veto any 
attempt to impose sanctions on Iran at the UN Secu-
rity Council (UNSC). When the Security Council tried 
to impose sanctions on Sudan - one of China's main 
oil suppliers - over the issue of Darfur, the Chinese 
vetoed. These are two instances in which China's en-
ergy interests trumped their interest to be part of the 
international community. A third incident occured in 
Central Asia, which is a very important new energy 
domain. The United States and Europe asked for an 
international investigation, but China, which had 
signed a $600 million gas deal with Uzbekistan, said 
no. A few weeks later, the United States was told by 
Uzbekistan that it had 180 days to evacuate the air 
force base it was using to fly over Afghanistan in the 
context of the war on terrorism. China has been a 
leading force in calling for the United States to re-
move all its military forces from Central Asia, includ-
ing Kurdistan. Therefore this showcases how oil 
shapes foreign policy.  
 
 USA's policy of bringing democracy to the 
Middle East is being constantly compromised by the 
fact that the United States and China are essentially 
competing over energy resources. This is happening 
all over the world, not only in the Middle East and 
Central Asia. It is happening in Africa and even in the 
Western Hemisphere, where China is moving into 
Venezuela and Canada. One of the main causes of 
friction between China and Japan involves access to 
oil and gas deposits in the East China Sea.   
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Similar occurrences are happening all over the world. 
The Chinese are also developing a strong foothold in 
Pakistan, where thousands of Chinese workers are 
building a new port in Baluchistan at Gwadar that sits 
right at the entrance to the Persian Gulf. There are a 
lot of things that can be done with China on many 
issues, but for Israel to pursue military relations with 
China at a time when very important parts of the 
USA. After all, the 20th century has been described as 
“the century of war”, not peace. Some foreign policy 
decisions from the past are coming back to haunt ad-
vanced nations. However, the kind of extremists that 
the USA helped create include Osama Bin Laden. 
Since the defeat of the Soviet Union, various events 
have led the Islamic extremists to resort to terrorist 
acts, alarmed at the military presence of the USA in 
their holiest lands, the influences of western culture 
which they fear is against Islam. As more and more 
developing countries industrialise, they will naturally 
want more energy to quench the growth thirst. This 
will see more involvement in international affairs and 
indeed China and India are becoming increasingly 
active in many regions around the world. Geopolitical 
issues, new and old, will therefore arise. For exam-
ple, the Cold War years witnessed both the West and 
Soviet Union readily supporting puppet governments, 
even overthrowing fledgling democracies, in favour 
of dictatorships, if needed. This was often justified to 
the home population as being for the “national inter-
est.” Legitimate stability and supply issues are also of 
concern. For example, places like Nigeria, Iraq and 
Iran produce oil and gas but present problems such 
as consistency of supply and stable government for 
oil and gas consuming nations. Others, such as Vene-
zuela, “threaten” to use oil and its related profits to 
develop their own country and region even more. A 
number of other large countries are getting further 
involved or active in the international arena due to 
energy related concerns, including China and Russia 
prompting a fear of a geopolitical cold war centred 
around energy security. For example, many talk 
about the Western Bloc and USA using the War on 
Terror in Asia and its courting of India as an attempt 
to contain China. Lately Russia has also flexed its  

muscle with neighbouring countries as it has access 
to some of the largest sources of natural gas. Chinese 
and US interests in parts of Africa are also viewed 
with some suspicion as some of these countries be-
come sources of oil and other raw materials. The rap-
id rise of developing countries such as Brazil, China 
and India will also see their increased interests in en-
suring secure access to energy. Therefore a new geo-
political cold war is possible. Further, the proxy coun-
tries have fed terrorist groups through nuclear arms 
with the assistance of North Korea. This has put the 
whole world in great danger.  
   
American Influence Vs Chinese/ Russian  
   
              Regional sectarian rivalries have been at their 
most intense in Syria where an initially peaceful up-
rising has now given way to a brutal civil war. The 
Syrian administration is extremely close to Iran and 
has relied on Tehran’s patronage (along with that of 
Russia and China) to sustain itself throughout the civ-
il war. This support has come in many forms beyond 
the supply of weapons including, political support in 
the UNSC of all the Arab Spring countries. At the re-
gional level, states like Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Ku-
wait have all rallied behind the Syrian opposition. 
Turkey and Jordan are also behind the opposition but 
less for sectarian reasons. In their case, both coun-
tries have absorbed a large number of refugees and 
are experiencing increased economic strain as a re-
sult. Indeed, in Jordan, the Zaatari refugee camp is 
now the fourth largest ‘city’ in the country. This 
comes at a time of acute economic crisis for Jordan. 
In contrast, Iran and Iraq are aiding Bashar al-Assad’s 
beleaguered administration as they want to perpetu-
ate power which spreads informally from Iran, 
through Iraq and the Persian Gulf into Syria and Leb-
anon. This gives Iran a powerful sectarian bloc across 
the middle of the Muslim world with Arab states to 
the West and Asian countries such as Pakistan and 
Indonesia to the East. European governments and 
the United States have consistently called for the re-
moval of Assad from office. Russia has thwarted their 
efforts because of longstanding interests in Syria,  
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both economic and ideological.  
 
Energy Provision, Terrorism and Conflicts  
  
 Consider the conflict management challenges 
inherent within the system of energy provision based 
on oil and gas. The difficulties involved in managing 
energy provision in ways which do not lead to ten-
sion and violence. The system creates price hikes in 
electricity and other oil based products. For example, 
preventing access to oil and gas revenues keeps pow-
er in the hands of an unaccountable few. Thus with-
holding of oil and gas supplies enables some states to 
manipulate others and the extraction of resources is 
sometimes only possible if a large number of people 
are forcibly moved from their homes. These and oth-
er factors can lead to violence and instability, inhib-
iting development and security for vulnerable com-
munities.  
  
              The Western Bloc’s thirst for imported oil and 
gas for example is pushing its member states to 
strengthen relationships with energy rich but human 
rights poor countries in Central Asia. This environ-
ment of very strong demand and very little spare ca-
pacity offers a huge opportunity to the radical ji-
hadists. The terrorists believe that the best way to 
hurt the global Western economy is to go after its oil, 
to blow up pipelines, refineries, pumping stations, 
tankers and take them off the market. The Islamic 
State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) is also known as the 
Islamic State, the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, the 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) and the ad-
Dawlah al-Islamiyya fil’Araq wa-Sham (Daesh). These 
names and acronyms are used interchangeably. ISIS 
is an offshoot organisation of al-Qaeda that seems to 
be well-financed and well-organised. The apparent 
goal of ISIS is to establish a Muslim state in the heart 
of the Middle East which would directly affect Per-
sian Gulf stability, politics and economic activity (oil 
and gas). This would provide a “safe harbour” for fu-
ture terrorist activities; something the United States 
and other nations fear.  

 

 Inter-state wars have been fought over ener-
gy resources such as oil and the revenue supplied to 
governments by this ‘black gold’ along with oil pric-
ing policy for consumers has shaped the degree of 
interdependency between central governments and 
citizens within states. Oil and gas rich states such as 
Norway, Azerbaijan, Nigeria and Saudi Arabia have 
been, to different degrees, both the target of oil de-
pendent societies and the recipients of enriching oil 
revenues.  
 
Conclusion  

 
 There are many global initiatives that are 
working towards resolving the energy crisis. This has 
taken the form of increased regulation and re-
striction on armed conflict, political stabilisation and 
more sustainable technologies. Many of the possible 
solutions are already in place today, but they have 
not been widely adopted. Some measures needed to 
enforce Global Security in order to address the oil 
and gas crisis or rather energy crisis are as follows: 
 

 
Global Union Partnership on Peace and Security: It is 
important to establish the partnership on Peace and 
Security. This should mainly base on two objectives: 
 
 Promotion of peace, security and stability in the 

world through dialogue and information sharing. 
 
 Coordination of action to address common and 

global peace and security challenges, such as 
transnational organised crime, international ter-
rorism, mercenary activities, human and drug 
trafficking, illicit trade in natural resources, illicit 
proliferation, accumulation and trafficking of 
small arms and light weapons, proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction, as well as climate 
change and conflict. 

 
 Proliferation, accumulation and trafficking of 

small arms and light weapons, proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction, as well as climate  
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change and conflict. 
 
 As the world’s largest producer of nuclear 

power, accounting for more than 30 percent 
of worldwide nuclear generation of electrici-
ty, the United States should collaborate with 
Europe and Japan in the                                                                                                                                          
development of a new generation of reactors 
that are potentially safer, lower cost and pro-
duce less nuclear waste.  

 
 At the same time, the trade-off between hu-

man rights, conflict sensitivity, environmental 
concerns and access to energy resources is 
likely to become more common as the need 
for energy outweighs questions about how 
this energy is secured and who benefits.  

 
 As we are forced to change the way we 
think about energy there is an opportunity to 
consider how the emerging new pathway to-
wards a different mix of energy sources can also 
be a path towards greater levels of peace and 
development. .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: www.globalresearch .com. 
 
  

 The cost of not taking this opportunity is 
likely to be a continuation of systems of energy 
provision which privilege the northern hemi-
sphere over the south, which deny large sections 
of the world’s population access to electricity 
and other forms of energy, which leave the pop-
ulations of conflict affected countries vulnerable 
to authoritarian masters, unenlightened energy 
producing nations and the increasingly energy 
hungry states of the north, and which make little 
contribution to the governance challenges the 
world faces. This despite the key role energy 
plays in the development of our societies 
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Saudi Arabia vs Iran: The Sunni-Shia Narrative and a Geopolitical Game - Asantha Senavirathna  

 

 The long-running cold 
war between Saudi Arabia 
and Iran reached new levels 
recently, after Riyadh severed 
diplomatic relations with Teh-
ran. The diplomatic war be-
tween the giant neighbours 
heightened tensions in the 
Middle East, which came after 
Saudi Arabia executed 47 peo-
ple at the beginning of the 
year 2016, including a promi-
nent Shia cleric named Nimr 
al-Nimr. Immediately after the 
death sentence was carried 
out, Iranian protesters ram-
paged the Saudi embassy in 
Tehran and started fires. Irani-
an media had depicted Nimr 
as a peaceful activist, and 
highlighted the execution as a 
provocative act. In Saudi Ara-
bia, Nimr was seen as a threat 
to its national security. Over 
the threat posed to national 
security due to his activities, 
Nimr's execution was justified as part of its efforts to 
curtail terrorism. Since the execution, the media of 
both countries and the international media played up 
a sectarian divide that pits Sunni versus Shia. Howev-
er this simplified binary fails to address the larger ge-
opolitical issues involved. 

 Iran and Saudi Arabia are the two largest and 
most influential countries in the Middle East. Both 
Saudi Arabia and Iran has young, underemployed 
populations. Both do not believe anyone will ride to 
rescue their regimes. This makes both quite insecure, 
but both countries are rich in petroleum resources 
and have billions of dollars to maintain a proxy war in 
the region. Saudi Arabia and Iran are engaged in their 
own decades-long strategic rivalry for power and  

 
 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

influence in the Middle East, stretching from the 
Mediterranean Sea to the Gulf and Arabian Sea. It is 
built mostly along sectarian and ideological lines - 
Saudi Arabia as the leader of the Sunni Muslim world, 
and Iran as the leader of the Shia Muslim world. As 
both Iran and Saudi Arabia consider themselves the 
leaders of Islam in their different versions, they 
threaten through their alliances, proxy wars and in-
fluence peddling in the Middle East region. In the 
proxy war with Iran, the Saudis have a better position 
because of the Kingdom’s strong relations with the 
United States. Since the Islamic revolution in 1979, 
Iran has mostly been running up against a hard wall 
of American power. But with recent developments in 
US-Iran relations with the agreement on nuclear is-
sue of Iran, most of the Western sanctions have been 

Source: AFP 
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lifted and there are clearly more opportunities for 
Iran to fill the gaps in Saudi advantages in the region. 
Currently there are four main proxy conflicts in Syria, 
Lebanon, Iraq, Yemen, and Bahrain.  

 Lebanon is the oldest struggle for supremacy 
between the Iranians and Saudis. Lebanon has 18 
distinct religious sects. Most parties are based on 
sect and linked to regional interests. The main Sunni 
Party Mustaqbal is linked to the Saudis, the Shia par-
ties Amal and Hezbollah to Iran. Apart from Saudi 
and Iran, Israel is an important player in this proxy 
war. Both Sunni and Shia Muslims represents little 
more than quarter of the population in Lebanon re-
spectively. Among all sections, the Shia group Hez-
bollah is the most dominant in the country. Hezbol-
lah is funded and trained by Iran, where many be-
lieve they are to be the most successful of all the re-
sistant groups fighting against Israel in the Middle 
East. The fact that, Hezbollah is the most powerful 
group in Lebanon and are disliked by the Saudis has 
made it difficult to maintain political stability in the 
country. 

 Syria has always been exploited by the exter-
nal powers for their strategic interests. After the end 
of Cold War, Iran became the most important player 
in Syria. But Iran could never give the same level of 
support as the USSR. However, Syrian President al-
Assad became an important supporter for Iranians to 
spread their influence in the region. The Arab Spring 
gave the perfect opportunity for Saudis to intervene 
in a change in Syria. Saudi Arabia rushed in with arms 
and cash for the opposition groups of Assad. Iran 
countered with troops and training for government 
forces. The end result has been a stalemate that has 
given neither side an advantage. Apart from Russian 
and Western activities, Syria is now mainly a battle-
field where Saudi Arabia and Iran are waging a proxy 
war, with devastating sectarian repercussions. It is 
doubtful the peace talks can be convened, let alone 
produce results, without an implicit understanding 
between the two warring Gulf powers. While Saudi 
Arabia exercises considerable influence on Islamist 
rebels, Iran is crucial to Assad's survival. 

  

 The U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003 made Iraq a 
fragile state. The U.S. invasion of Iraq removed the 
anti-Iranian government of Saddam Hussain, which 
resulted in the creation of Shia dominated pro-
Iranian government. This opened up Saudi Arabia’s 
vast northern border to infiltration and even invasion 
by an Iranian proxy. To combat this, Saudi Arabia 
supplied Sunni Iraqis with cash and guns to fight the 
Shia dominance in the country. 

 The Saudis and their allied Gulf countries sup-
port Sunni groups in fragile Iraq and Syria has created 
a bad to worse situation in the region with the emer-
gence of the ISIS terrorist in the region. Now ISIS has 
become a threat to whole region and rest of the 
world.   

 In the case of Yemen, once it was a reliably 
pro-Saudi government, but with recent develop-
ments, it has now fallen into a political chaos, with 
different Yemeni factions fighting with each other.  
The main opposition to pro-Saudi government in 
Yemen is the Shia Houthis. Many believe Shia Houthis 
are to be Iranian proxies and they certainly do not 
like Saudi Arabia. After the Houthis gained the upper 
hand in Yemen, Saudi Arabia intervened militarily 
and to-date conducts an aerial bombing campaign 
against the Houthis putting many civilians in the 
country at risk. In the Kingdom of Bahrain the cold 
war is hot. Bahrain is ruled by the Sunni minority 
which is close to the Saudis. But the majority in Bah-
rain is Shia’s which has close ties with the Iranians. 
The uprising against the Sunni rulers during the Arab 
Spring in Bahrain was crushed by Saudi Arabia and its 
Gulf allies through a military intervention. But, Bah-
rain remains a bomb waiting to be exploded any time 
considering the given current situation there. For the 
moment Saudi Arabia seems to be more dominant in 
the proxy war due to its strong relationship with the 
United States. By killing Nimr it has given a clear mes-
sage to Iran and the Shia’s in the region who are 
more dominant in the region. But with recent devel-
opments in the US-Iran relations things can change in 
the future. 
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Nuclear Theft: An Emerging threat — KSC de Silva  

 The Incidents and Trafficking Database (ITDB) 
of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) re-
ported 2734 confirmed incidents by its participating 
States as of 31 December 2014. Of which, 442 inci-
dents involved unauthorised possession and related 
criminal activities, 714 incidents involved reported 
theft or loss and 1526 incidents involved other unau-
thorised activities and events. In the remaining 86 
cases, the reported information was not sufficient to 
determine the category of incident.  
 
    The central feature of the post cold war (second 
nuclear) age is that most nuclear weapon states face 
threats from two or more potential adversaries. This 
gives rise to a security trilemma, where actions taken 
by a state to defend against another state produces 
the inadvertent effect of making a third state feel in-
secure. The real challenge in this regard is cross-
border terrorism and growing nuclear arsenals 
and the trilateral linkage increases the region’s 
susceptibility to outside shocks and amplifies 
the risk that regional developments will have 
far-reaching effects. 
  
 Nuclear disasters are a transnational 
phenomena. The institutional failures in nucle-
ar States could wreak havoc upon the entire 
region. The safe and ethical nuclear usage and 
optimum practices of the States are the most 
effective protective mechanisms to minimize 
the disasters. The Fukushima nuclear disaster 
proves that even the world’s most secured nu-
clear facilities are not immune to natural disas-
ters. Even though the Fukushima earthquake 
and the following tsunami triggered the nucle-
ar leak, the prime causes of the nuclear acci-
dent lie in the institutional failures of political 
influence and industry-led regulation of that 
country. According to reports, it was a failure 
by the human institutions to acknowledge real 
reactor risks, the negligence to establish and 
enforce appropriate nuclear safety standards.  

 
     
      

 However borders may seem the easiest 
points to protect; in practice they seem very difficult  
to safeguard. Therefore in the present day paradoxi-
cal context, terrorist threats to states are prominent 
at every domain of border security management.  
 
 For the past few years, Sri Lankan maritime 
borders were threatened due to several reasons. 
The prime factor was the thirty year protracted in-
ternal conflict that ravaged Sri Lanka. There is no 
concrete evidence to prove that illegal nuclear ma-
terial crossed Sri Lankan borders.  
  

But there is a remote possibility. Even though the 

border protection agencies -  sea, land or air do-

mains - initiated steps to safeguard the country form 

threats, the adequacy of their effort is questionable.  

 
  

  



 

 The Sri Lankan Government should pay atten-

tion to the following key areas that could pose prob-

lems in the future.  

 Develop human resources in the field of border 
security. 

 
 Carry out more research 

on the subject matter. 
 
 Increase transparency 

and accountability of 
the border security 
agencies.  

 
 Make the populace 

aware of the serious-
ness of the threat.  

 
 Collaborate with nucle-

ar states and establish a 
common nuclear securi-
ty network based on information sharing and se-
curity cooperation.  

 
   In addition to the technical difficulties, over-

all nuclear security of South Asia is fundamentally 
compromised by political instability and corruption 
at the government level. Even stringent physical se-
curity systems could be undermined by corrupt or 
radicalised insiders with access to nuclear material. If 
a country possesses nuclear substance, it should also 
acquire high levels of social discipline and political 
maturity in order to face a nuclear related crisis at 
any time. However the three prominent nuclear acci-
dents i.e. Chernobyl-Russia, Three mile Island-USA 
and Fukushima-Japan have amply revealed that even 
the most developed states could crumble into hope-
less situations when it comes to nuclear disasters.  
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According to the Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI) in-
dex, nearly a quarter of the countries with weapons-
usable nuclear material have scored poorly on the 
societal factors category because of very high levels 
of corruption. The combination of these two factors 

significantly raises the risk of nuclear theft. However, 
given the ingenious nature of illegal cross-border 
activities suggests that crossing of illegal nuclear 
waste or nuclear substance through Sri Lankan bor-
ders is not a hypothetical threat any more. Therefore 
this is the time to take precautions to mitigate the 
threat. If not it will be too late to shut the stable 
door after the horse has bolted.  
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Recent Tension in the Eurasian Rimland: Great Powers in the Middle East - Dr. Sithara Fernando 

 The last couple of years have seen rising ten-
sion all along the Eurasian Rimland. During 2014 in 
the western part of the rimland in Eastern Europe 
there was tension between Russia and the West over 
Ukraine. Also during 2014 in the southwestern part 
of the rimland the conflict in Syria worsened and the 
terrorist Islamic State was established in parts of Iraq 
and Syria (ISIS). Con-
tinuing with the south-
western part of the 
rimland in late-2015 
there was a serious 
diplomatic row be-
tween two major Mid-
dle Eastern powers 
Saudi Arabia and Iran. 
In the southern part of 
the rimland after the 
withdrawal of US forc-
es the situation in Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan 
has been chaotic. In 
late-2015 armed men 
attacked a major Indian Air Base close to the border 
with Pakistan. In the southeastern part of the rim-
land last year China became assertive in the South 
China Sea and there was tension between China and 
the U.S.. In the eastern rimland in late-2015 tension 
erupted between North and South Korea. Thus at 
present there is a wide arc of instability across the 
Eurasian Rimland. Some of these areas of tension run 
the risk of escalating into a major conflict involving 
the great powers. The most important candidate for 
such an area is the Middle East in the southwestern 
rimland. In the interest of strategic stability immedi-
ate measures must be taken to de-escalate tension 
in this region. This article will examine the tension in 
the Middle East and propose measures to de-
escalate the tension. 

Tension in the Middle East 

The Middle East has been a perennial hotspot in gl- 

obal geopolitics. The Syrian civil war has no end in 

sight. The West would like see the Syrian leader Ba-

shar-al-Asad removed from power and is supporting 

his opponents. When the Islamic State in Syria and 

Iraq (ISIS) sprung-up in 2014 this gave an opportunity 

to Bashar-al-Asad to remain in power. This is because 

ISIS created a dilemma for the West in Syria.  

 Source: vijeshjain.com 

 This dilemma is, do they focus on the ISIS or 

do they focus on Asad? The current position of the 

West is that they are opposed to both Asad and ISIS. 

The West initiated air operations against ISIS and 

armed forces loyal to the West in Iraq are attacking 

ISIS positions on the ground. The emergence of ISIS 

also created an opportunity for Russia in Syria. Nomi-

nally in support of the fight against terrorism, Russia 

has sent forces to Syria to fight the ISIS. But the point 

of contention between the West and Russia in this 

situation is that Russia is supportive of Asad. The 

danger of conflict between the West and Russia in 

the Middle East arises from Western opposition and 

Russian support to Asad while both the West and 

Russia are fighting ISIS.   
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Options for De-escalating Tension 

The best way to manage this tense situation in the Middle East is for the West and Russia to formalize a joint 

mechanism for fighting ISIS. However the inherent tension between the West and Russia will make this diffi-

cult. If Russian forces fight alongside Asad’s forces, and one has reason to believe that they are, it will be 

nearly impossible for the West and Russia to cooperate in fighting ISIS. Thus the threat of an open conflict 

between the West and Russia in the Middle East is a real one. The best option for maintaining strategic stabil-

ity in the Middle East is for the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to take-up the Syrian situation for dis-

cussion as an urgent matter of priority. This option too is not without its problems if one recalls that the 

UNSC was deadlocked over Syria in the recent the past. West has been adamant on removing Asad from 

power and Russia and China have essentially supported Asad. This disagreement over Asad can persist with 

the three Western permanent UNSC members US, Britain and France on one side and the two non-Western 

permanent UNSC members Russia and China on one side. To avoid another such deadlock the only option 

available is for the non-permanent members of the UNSC to come up with an approach to the situation in 

Iraq and Syria that is acceptable to both the Western and non-Western members. Given the very real threat 

of conflict between the West and Russia in the Middle East this last option should be pursued as a matter of 

urgency. 
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 The bilateral agreements signed between the 

Governments of India and Sri Lanka in 1974 and 1976 

delineates the International Maritime Boundary Line 

(IMBL) between India and Sri Lanka in the Gulf of 

Mannar and the Bay of Bengal. The 1976 agreement 

is clearly states that “the fishing vessels and fisher-

men of India shall not engage in fishing in the historic 

waters, the territorial sea and the exclusive econom-

ic zone of Sri Lanka”. In this backdrop, the movement 

of fishing vessels across each other’s boundary is le-

gally questionable and violating the sovereignty and 

the territorial integrity of both countries.  

 Despite agreements being in place, it is often 

violated by the illegal crossing of fishing vessels / 

trawlers in each others’ maritime bounty. The media 

reports state that over 1,500 trawlers from Tamil Na-

du cross the IMBL between India and Sri Lanka on 

three evenings every week (Monday, Wednesday 

and Saturday) to fish illegally in Sri Lankan waters. It 

is also reported that the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) 

had informed the Madras High Court, showing evi-

dence that Tamil Nadu trawlers had breached Sri 

Lankan sovereignty 36,865 times between 2014 and 

2015 (Daily Mirror, May 2015). 

The impact of illegal fishing 

 The impact of illegal fishing from the Tamil 

Nadu trawlers in Sri Lankan waters creates a signifi-

cant viewpoint on both traditional and non-

traditional security aspects. From a traditional securi-

ty / national security point of view when the Tamil 

Nadu trawlers violate the IMBL, the sovereignty and 

the territorial integrity of Sri Lanka under Provision 

Acts of 1974 and 1976 bilateral agreement between 

India and Sri Lanka and Article 27 sub-section (3) of  

the Sri Lankan Constitution which states “the Sate 

shall safeguard the independence, sovereignty, unity 

and the territorial integrity of Sri Lanka” are consid-

ered as threats to the national security of Sri Lanka. 

 The consequence of illegal fishing from Tamil 

Nadu trawlers in Sri Lankan waters also creates nu-

merous environment and human security concerns. 

According to the media reports, it is evident that 

both the Madras High Court and the Indian Coast 

Guard (ICG) had significant concerns about the Tamil 

Nadu trawlers and their methods of fishing in Sri 

Lankan waters “using high-power motors causing 

damage to Sri Lankan fishing gear; smuggling contra-

band, including drugs and other unlawful activities 

like mid-sea attacks by Indian fishermen on their 

counterparts”. This clearly demonstrates the impact 

Tamil Nadu illegal trawlers has in the Sri Lankan ma-

rine zone and its consequence on the socio – eco-

nomic wellbeing of the community, particularly in 

the northern fishing zone of the country (Daily Mir-

ror, May 2015).   

 

At 1.00 am Sri Lankan territorial waters are fully dense 

with Tamil Nadu trawlers (Daily Mirror, May 2015). 

Issues in Tamil Nadu Trawlers fishing illegally in Sri Lankan waters— S.Satheesmohan 
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the northern fishing zone of the country (Daily Mir-

ror, May 2015).   

 Steve Creech who is a freelance fishery con-

sultant and with sound knowledge on Tamil Nadu 

illegal fishing in Sri Lankan waters argues that Tamil 

Nadu illegal fishing creates multiple impacts on the 

Sri Lankan marine environment and marine produc-

tion and the economy of the northern fishing zone of 

the country. According to his observation more than 

20,000 fishermen from the northern fishing region 

are prevented from fishing for three days (Monday, 

Wednesday and Saturday) every week, due to Tamil 

Nadu trawlers in Sri Lankan waters. As a result, 

around 600 metric tons of Sri Lankan seafood is be-

ing illegally harvested from Sri Lankan waters and 

landed in Tamil Nadu every week. Further due to 

this, each northern fisherman loses approximately 

200,000 to 400,000 rupees annually.   

 There is another issue of bottom trawling 

fishing which is a destructive way of fishing from 

Tamil Nadu fishermen in Sri Lankan waters. Due to 

mechanised bottom trawling by the Tamil Nadu fish-

ermen there is a significant impact on the marine 

biodiversity across the Gulf of Mannar and around 

85% of its “bycatch” (non-commercially valuable spe-

cies and juveniles) is either sold locally or thrown 

back death into the sea. In fact, bottom trawling by 

the Tamil Nadu fishermen not only damages the oce-

anic ecosystem in the Gulf of Mannar but heavily im-

pacts on livelihood of the northern fishing zone of Sri 

Lanka as well. The majority of these fishing families 

in Puttalam, Mannar, Kilinochchi, Jaffna and Mul-

lativu are recovering from the 30 year civil conflict.  

Reality on the ground 

 It is reported that over 1,500 illegal fishing 

trawlers cross into Sri Lankan waters from Tamil Na-

du every week: 6,000 trips a month and 36,000 trips 

a year. According to the media reports less than 1% 

of Tamil Nadu trawlers that cross the IMBL are ar-

rested by the Sri Lankan Navy for illegally fishing in 

Sri Lankan waters. This means on average the Sri 

Lankan Navy arrests 05 trawlers a month and around 

60 - 100 arrests a year or less than 0.3% of total ille-

gal fishing trips into Sri Lankan waters made by the 

Tamil Nadu fishermen per year (Steve Creech 2016).  

 The Sri Lankan legal framework allows the Sri 

Lankan Navy to arrest the illegal trawlers entering 

into Sri Lankan waters. Once the illegal trawlers are 

arrested by the Sri Lankan Navy they are handed 

over to the Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Re-

sources, which then produces the fishermen to the 

nearest Magistrate’s Court and the fishermen are 

charged under the provisions of the Immigrants and 

Emigrants Act No. 48 0f 1948 (section 41 read with 

section 45). But the existing legal practice particularly 

in this nature is weak in Sri Lanka and has become a 

highly political discourse between India and Sri 

Lanka. According to Steve Creech, “the Tamil Nadu 

fishermen are repeatedly remanded under provision 

of Immigrants and Emigrants Act and then released 

without charge at the request of the Attorney Gen-

eral’s office” (Steve Creech 2016). 

 It is also important to note that Tamil Nadu 

fishermen arrested for illegal fishing in Sri Lankan 

waters are charged with illegal entry into Sri Lankan 

waters, not for fishing illegally in the Sri Lankan wa-

ters. There is a significant vacuum in the legal frame-

work in Sri Lanka to arrest the Tamil Nadu fishermen 

who are entering illegally into Sri Lankan waters un-

der the Provision of Illegal Fishing Act 04.  

 There is another significant concern about 

the Tamil Nadu fishing issue in Sri Lankan waters as a 

“Humanitarian Concern”. Both the Tamil Nadu State  
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and the Central Government 

of India keep pressuring Sri 

Lanka to justify the fisheries 

issue over humanitarian 

concern. Further, the Tamil 

Nadu political reality does 

not allow the Tamil National 

Alliance (TNA) the major po-

litical representative from 

the Northern Province of Sri 

Lanka to make any signifi-

cant move to prevent or 

control the Tamil Nadu ille-

gal fishermen entering the 

northern fishing zone.  

Against this backdrop, no 

single Tamil Nadu fisherman 

who has been arrested for 

illegally fishing in Sri Lankan 

waters remains in Sri Lankan 

custody for more than a 

month and are immediately 

released due to the complex 

political relationship be-

tween the Tamil Nadu Gov-

ernment and the Central 

Government of India, TNA 

and the Tamil Nadu Govern-

ment, TNA and the Sri 

Lankan Government and Indian Government and Sri 

Lankan Government. Therefore, the Tamil Nadu 

trawlers keep crossing the IMBL thrice a week 

(Monday, Wednesday and Saturday), illegally fishing 

in Sri Lankan waters. This creates a humanitarian and 

environmental tragedy in the northern fishing zone 

of Sri Lanka. 

 

                          Source: ankapolity.blogspot.com 



 

The 64th anniversary of the Sri Lanka Air Force  was 

celebrated on 02nd March 2015 by all SLAF estab-

lishments. The Commander of the SLAF Air Mar-

shal Kolitha Gunatilleke, addressed the parade held at AFHQ 

premises and extended his best wishes to all members of the 

Air Force on its 64th anniversary. He thanked all members past 

and present and their families for their contribution towards 

enabling the Air Force to reach the highest it has achieved.   

    Source: www.airforce.lk 

The third Indo-Lanka Joint Training Exercise ‘Mitra 

Shakti’ focusing on counter terrorism and insur-

gency operations culminated in India in October 

2015. The 14-day joint training included under-

standing of transnational terrorism, developing inter-

operability and conduct of joint tactical operations controlled 

by a Joint Command Post.       

 Source: www.dailynews.lk 
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FDSS  

Dr. Sithara Fernando, Senior Lecturer, Department of Strategic Studies (DSS), 

Faculty of Defence and Strategic Studies (FDSS) participated in the Advanced 

Security Cooperation training programme (ASC 15-2) at the Daniel K. Inouye- 

Asia Pacific Centre for Security Studies (DKI-APCSS), Hawaii, USA from 24 

September to 29 October 2015. He participated in the ASC 15-2 under the 

Symposium on East Asia Security (SEAS) Fellowship programme and present-

ed a Fellows Project under the title ‘Regional Maritime Security: Participant 

Views of Galle Dialogue’. The SEAS Fellowship is a United States (US) Depart-

ment of State Sponsored exchange programme. Each participant in ASC must 

undertake a Fellows Project and present the same to faculty and other par-

ticipants. Dr. Fernando presented his Fellows Project Research Proposal to the leaders and participants of Seminar 2 of 

ASC 15-2. Dr. Fernando’s is currently conducting research for his Fellows Project Research Paper. 

Dr. Sithara Fernando participated in the ASC training Programme 

Council of Europe members sign the Riga additional Protocol to fight  terrorism 

Members of the Council of Europe (COE) and of the European Union gathered at Lat-
via’s capital, Riga, on 22 October to sign the Riga Protocol. The document’s aim is to 
harmonise legislation in Europe and to prevent and fight terrorist acts, including the 
prevention of foreign terrorist fighters from travelling to Syria and Iraq. Furthermore, 
it considers as criminal the act of travelling or organising and facilitating travelling 
abroad for the purpose of terrorism and the act of receiving training for terrorism.    
                                                              

   Source: www.armyrecognition.com  
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“The goal is to provide inspiring information that moves people to action” - Guy Kawasaki 
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“There can be no defence like elaborate courtesy - E. V. Lucas 

The Head of the Global Maritime Crime Pro-

gramme (GMPC) of the United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Mr. Alan Cole met the 

Commander of the Navy, Vice Admiral Jayantha Perera at the 

Naval Headquarters on 23rd April 2015. They discussed a range 

of issues related to the prevention of maritime crime in the 

Indian Ocean. 

Source: www.navy.lk 

A delegation led by Lieutenant General Wu Jiem-

ing, Deputy Political Commissar of the National 

Defence University of the People's Liberation Ar-

my (PLA) called on the Chief of the Defence Staff, Air Chief 

Marshal Kolitha Gunatilleke at the Office of the Chief of the 

Defence Staff (OCDS) on 16th  November. The prevailing securi-

ty situation in the country was briefed during the session.  

Source: www.defence.lk 
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The Department of Strategic Studies conducted an Executive in Residence 

with Mr. MDD Pieris, former Secretary to the Prime Minister on 17th No-

vember 2015. Major General Milinda Peiris, the Vice Chancellor of KDU 

warmly welcomed Mr. M. D. D. Pieris at his office. During the discussion 

Mr. Pieris related his experience from his illustrious career of 35 years, 

giving insight to the strategies employed by the governments and the im-

portance of the various foreign policy decisions. He provided a complete 

overview about foreign relations and administrative policies which were 

carried out at that time. Brig LDM Gunasekara, Rector – KDU Southern 

Campus, Col Chandana Wickramasinghe, Dean – Faculty of Defence and 

Strategic Studies, Lt Col Chaminda Liyanage, Research Coordinator—DSS and faculty participated in this discussion. 

M. D. D. Pieris visits KDU 

Chinese President urges for breakthroughs in reform of the country's armed forces by 2020 

Chinese President Xi Jinping has urged breakthroughs in reform of the country's armed 
forces by 2020, vowing to reorganise the current military administration structure and 
military command system. Xi, also Chairman of the Central Military Commission (CMC), 
made the remarks at a meeting on reforming the armed forces which was held from 
Nov. 24 to 26. According to him a new structure will be established, in which the CMC 
takes charge of the overall administration of the People's Liberation Army (PLA) and the 
Chinese People's Armed Police.                

        Source: www.armyrecognition.com                                                                                      
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“He who fails to plan, is planning to fail” - Winston Churchill 

Indian Chief of the Army Staff General Dalbir 

Singh visited the Army Headquarters on 30
th No-

vember 2015.  

On his arrival, General Singh Suhag was accorded a warm wel-

come, comprising of a guard turnout at the Army Headquarters 

premises. Both military chiefs during the meeting shared views 

on current issues in the region and stressed the need to re-

solve them in an amicable manner.                                                

                                                                   Source: www.army.lk 

The Commander of the Navy, Vice Admiral 

Jayantha Perera made an official visit to China 

from 08
th
 to 13

th
 June 2015 at the invitation of the 

Commander in Chief of the People’s Liberation 

Army Navy of the People’s Republic of China, Admiral Wu Shen-

gli.During the four day visit. the Commander of the Navy met the 

Chinese Defense Minister Chang Wanquan and exchanged views 

on defence related matters .                   Source: www.navy.lk 
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 FDSS  
KDU delegation visits Vietnam 

 

Egypt requested a wide range of armaments and combat hardware from Russia 

Russia agreed to Egypt’s requests for buying a wide range of armaments and combat 
hardware, Russian Deputy Defense Minister Anatoly Antonov said on 25 November 
2015. Russian Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu met with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
el-Sisi and Minister of Defense & Military Industry Sedki Sobhi Sayyid Ahmed in Cairo. 
Both the President and the Defence Minister of Egypt would like to purchase a wide 
range of armaments and combat hardware. Russian Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu has already given the neces-
sary instructions to the Federal Service for Military and Technical Cooperation.                          

                                                                          Source: www.armyrecognition.com    
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A two member delegation from General Sir John Kotelawala Defence Uni-

versity (KDU) visited Vietnam from 20th to 25th November 2015. The pur-

pose of this visit was to enhance academic and military cooperation be-

tween General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University and the Vietnam Na-

tional Defence Academy (VNDA). The KDU team was headed by Brigadier 

ALDM Gunasekara, RSP, USP, Rector Southern Campus and accompanied by 

Mr. KSC de Silva, Lecturer, Department of Strategic Studies. During the dis-

cussions, strategic level collaboration in research were identified in the are-

as of Counter Terrorism, Post Conflict Nation Building, Tourism, Border Se-

curity and Mine Clearance. Research work will commence once the MoU is 

signed. Two officer cadet level vacancies were also offered to the Vietnam Armed Forces through VNDA by KDU . 

 



“You don’t lead by hitting people over the head – that’s assault, not leadership” - Dwight D. Eisenhower 

The no. 9 attack Helicopter Squadron 

established on 24
th

 November 1995 

proudly celebrated its 20
th

 anniversary at 

the SLAF Base in Hingurakgoda. It also 

commemorated the induction of MI-24 

attack helicopters to the Sri Lanka Air Force. The working pa-

rade marked the commencement of the formation day which 

was reviewed by the present commanding officer Gp Capt LC 

Dissanayake.   Source: www.airforce.lk 

 

DEFENCE NEWS ROUND UP   DEFENCE NEWS ROUND UP    2015 In Review   DEFENCE NEWS ROUND UP    DEFENCE NEWS ROUND UP          

DEFENCE NEWS ROUND UP   DEFENCE NEWS ROUND UP    2015 In Review   DEFENCE NEWS ROUND UP    DEFENCE NEWS ROUND UP          

STRAT KDU 

PAGE 27 Volume 1 Issue IV 

A three-day long seminar themed 
on “Professional Competency and Self-
development: A Complementary Partner-
ship Imperative to Officers” designed for 
senior and middle rank officers, was inau-

gurated on the 14
th

 morning at the Officer Career Development 
Centre (OCDC) in Buttala with the participation of the Com-
mander of the Army Lieutenant General Crishanthe De Silva as 
the Chief Guest. 

Source: www.army.lk 

 FDSS  Bhagya Senaratne represents Sri Lanka at ‘IORA’ 2015 

Ms. Bhagya Senaratne attended the ‘Indian Ocean Rim Association meeting 

of experts on Maritime Safety & Security – 2015’ in New Delhi on 13th & 14th 

October which was jointly organised by the National Maritime Foundation – 

New Delhi together with the Ministry of External Affairs, India. Ms. Senarat-

ne presented a research paper titled “Maritime Safety & Security: A Sri 

Lankan Perspective” at the meeting which was attended by academia, diplo-

mats and researches whose countries are either in or are uses of the Indian 

Ocean. Presenting the Sri Lankan perspective on maritime safety and securi-

ty issues, Ms. Senaratne stated, “Island countries of the Indian Ocean Region 

face many maritime security challenges, such as piracy, trafficking of illicit 

drugs and people, environmental concerns, border security etc.”  

Russia to create several new missile and artillery units to increase Russian armed forces by 2021.  

Russia is to create several large missile and artillery units within its ground forces by 
2021, the Ground Forces’ Commander, Mikhail Matveyevsky told the media on 26 No-
vember 2015. Over the three years Russia’s Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu has been in 
office, the structure of the armed forces underwent fundamental change. Eight large 
operational units, 25 divisions and 15 brigades have been formed. In the summer of 
2015 a new arm called Aerospace Force was formed to incorporate the Air Force and Air 
and Space Defense Force.  

                                                                          Source: www.armyrecognition.com    GLOBE 
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The Commander of the Air Force, Air 

Marshal GP Bulathsinghala who is on an 

official visit to Bangladesh, called on His 

Excellency the President of the People’s 

Republic of Bangladesh Mr. Md. Abdul 

Hamid on 08
th

December 2015. Mr. Abdul Hamid and Air Mar-

shal Bulathsinghala had discussions on subjects of mutual in-

terest.    Source: www.airforce.lk 

“To each man is reserved a work which he along can do” - Susan Blow 

The Sri Lanka Navy and the Indian Navy 

Joint Naval Exercise (SLINEX 2015) com-

menced on 27
th 

November 2015 in the 

seas off Trincomalee. Six naval ships and 

six Fast Attack Craft of Sri Lanka Navy 

and three ships of the Indian Navy took take part in the joint 

training. This exercise paves the way for operational effective-

ness through common understanding of neighboring navies.  

   Source: www.navy.lk 
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 FDSS  
Panel Discussion on Forts of Sri Lanka at KDU— Southern Campus  

A panel discussion titled “Literary and Archival Sources of Man-made Fortifi-

cations and Forts in Colonial Sri Lanka” was organised at the KDU Southern 

Campus in Suriyawewa on 09th September. Professor K. D. Paranavithana who 

is a professor of history and an expert on Dutch Forts and Language was part 

of the panel. The Department of Strategic Studies of the Faculty of Defence 

and Strategic Studies and the Department of Architecture of the Faculty of 

Built Environment and Spatial Sciences jointly organised the event. The dis-

cussion was moderated by Brigadier Lal Gunasekara, Rector Southern Campus 

and was attended by both students and staff of respective organising depart-

ments. The discussion revealed that there are many studies carried out on the 

subject of forts but it is very rare to find a study that discusses about the de-

fence and strategic value of the forts from a strategic angle.  

United States has raised its military aid to the Philippines to $79 million this year  

The United States has raised its military aid to the Philippines this year to $79 million, 

the US ambassador said on Wednesday, as tension rises in the region over China's new 

assertiveness in the South China Sea. Since 2002, the United States has provided the 

Philippines with nearly $500 million in military assistance as well as various types of 

military equipment. Philippine defense and military officials said two US Marines C-130 

transport planes and about eight amphibious assault vehicles were also due next year. 

 .                            

                         Source: www.armyrecognition.com    
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The graduation ceremony of the Course 

No. 09 of the Defence Services Com-

mand and Staff College was held on 

17th December 2015 with the State 

Minister of Defence, Hon. Ruwan Wi-

jewardene gracing the occasion as the chief guest. Nineteen 

officers from the Navy graduated at the ceremony. Major Gen-

eral Milinda Peiris, Vice Chancellor, KDU also participated to 

the event.    Source: www. navy.lk 

Successful test-fired for the indian-made nuclear-capable Agni-I missile 

India successfully test-fired indigenously built nuclear-capable Agni-I missile, capable of 

hitting a target at a distance of 700 kms, from a test range off the Odisha coast as part of 

Strategic Forces Command (SFC) training exercise. On 27 November 2015 .The trial was 

“part of training exercise by Strategic Forces Command of Indian Army”, defence 

sources said, noting it was a “perfect launch“. Agni-I missile is equipped with sophisticat-

ed navigation system which ensures it reaches the target with a high degree of accuracy 

and precision.   Source: www.armyrecognition.com 

“Where there is no vision, there is no hope”: George Washington Carver   

A ceremony was held at the Headquar-

ters of Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force 

to mark the International Anti– Courrup-

tion Day on 10th  December under the 

patronage of the Commandant of the Sri 

Lanka Army Volunteer Force Major General H C P Goonetilleke 

emphasizing the necessity of being conceptually changed as 

public servants to endow the future generation. 

Source: www. Slavf.lk 
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FDSS  Bhagya Senaratne  presented a research paper at IPRC 2015 

Volume 1 Issue IV 

Ms. Bhagya Senaratne, lecturer of the Department of Strate-

gic Studies recently presented a research paper on the 

‘Importance of Mass Media and Communication for Diploma-

cy in Ensuring Sri Lanka’s National Security’ at the Interna-

tional Postgraduate Research Conference (IPRC) on 11
th

 De-

cember 2015. The conference was organised by the Faculty 

of Graduate Studies, University of Kelaniya. In her research, 

Ms. Senaratne highlights the importance played by mass me-

dia and communication in safeguarding Sri Lanka’s national security and interests. She provides recommendations for 

the government to follow when interacting with media both local and international in order to safeguard Sri Lanka’s 

national security.  
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The inaugural Air Symposium 2015, organ-

ised by the Sri Lanka Air Force was held on 

30th November at the Eagles' Lakeside Ban-

quet & Convention Hall, Attidiya. The inau-

gural session commenced today under the 

theme of 'Nation Building through Maritime Air Security'. At 

the outset, welcome address was delivered by the Commander 

of the Air Force, Air Marshal Gagan Bulathsinghala.                                                         

    Source: www.army .lk 
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Sri Lanka Army troops in the East con-

ducted a series of welfare programmes 

with a view to uplift the living standards 

of the local community in the Eastern 

Province. As part of it construction work 

to erect a fence around the Akkaraipattu 

temple began with troops of the 241 Brigade serving under the 

24 Division laying the foundation stone on 17th December 

2015.   Source: www.defence .lk 
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 FDSS  
FDSS Participation in the Advanced Seminar on IHL 

A three day Advanced Seminar on International Humanitarian Law (IHL) for 

the members of the Armed Forces of Sri Lanka was held from 4thto 6th No-

vember 2015 at KDU as a collaborative effort by the Faculty of Law, KDU 

and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Colombo. The 

main objective of this workshop was to give the participants a basic 

knowledge of International Humanitarian Law. Maj RMJB Ranaraja psc 

from FDSS participated in the seminar. Vice Chancellor, Major General Mil-

inda Peiris, Deputy Vice Chancellor (Defence & Administration) Major Gen-

eral Ruwan Kulatunga, Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic) Professor Thilak 

Weerasooriya, Regional Armed and Security Forces Delegate of the ICRC 

Brigadier Lloyd Gillett, Acting Dean of the Faculty of Law Mr. Mangala Wijesinghe, Communication Officer, ICRC, Mr.  

Channa Jayawardena, academic and administrative staff of Faculty of Law graced the occasion. 

Iran inaugurates new air defence command and control center in the Southwestern part of the country 

The Iranian Air Defense Force inaugurated a new command and control center in the 
Southwestern parts of the country in a ceremony participated by Lieutenant Commander 
of Khatam ol-Anbia Air Defense Base Brigadier General Alireza Sabahifard. Iran enjoys a 
highly powerful and capable integrated air defense system equipped with the state-of-
the-art equipment. In September, Iran unveiled two new home-made radar systems 
named Nazir and Bina with the capability of detecting radar-evading targets and fighting 
against electronic warfare on the occasion of Air Defence Day.      
        Source: www.armyrecognition.com GLOBE 
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The British Naval and Air Adviser to Sri 

Lanka Captain, Stuart Borland, called on 

the Commander of the Sri Lanka Navy, 

Vice Admiral Ravindra Wijegunaratne at 

the Naval Headquarters in Colombo on 

15th December 2015.They held cordial discussions on matters 

of mutual interest and bilateral importance.  

Source: www.navy.lk 

Major General Jamil Rehmat Vance, Di-
rector General Remount Veterinary and 
Farm Corps of the Pakistan Army, cur-
rently in Sri Lanka on an invitation, ex-
tended by the office of HE the President, 
paid a courtesy call on Lieutenant General Crishanthe De 
Silva, Commander of the Army at the Army Headquarters on 
15 th December 2015. 

Source: www.army .lk 

“The future belongs to those who prepare for it today”: Macolm X 
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 FDSS  
FDSS participated in a workshop on Ports and International Trade 

 

The Department of Management and Finance conducted a one-day work-

shop themed “Challenges and Opportunities in International Trade: Ports 

and the Way Forward” at the Faculty of Graduate Studies, KDU on 

23rd October 2015. A significant number of professionals and postgraduates 

in the field of international trade, officers from the Sri Lanka Navy and Sri 

Lanka Army participated in this event. Ms. D. G. Niruka Sanjeewani from 

FDSS participated in this workshop. Vice Chancellor, Major General Milinda 

Peiris, Deputy Vice Chancellor (Defence & Administration) Major General 

Ruwan Kulatunga, Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic) Professor Thilak We-

erasooriya, Dean FGS Brigadier Adeepa Thilakarathna, Rector - Southern Campus ALDM Gunasekara, Dean FDSS– Col 

Chandana Wickramasinghe and distinguished guests attended the event.  

Russian Aerospace Force to receive upgraded anti-ballistic missile defense system  

The Russian Aerospace Force will receive a modernized anti-ballistic missile defense sys-

tem soon to provide air defense for Moscow, Anti-Missile Defense Division Commander 

of the Aerospace Force’s 1st Air and Anti-Ballistic Missile Defense Army Colonel Andrei 

Cheburin said on Nov. 30, 2015. According to him Russia is currently upgrading intercep-

tor missiles to improve their characteristics. This year, the Russian anti-ballistic missile 

defense large unit launched an interceptor missile at the Sary-Shagan range successfully.                                       

      Source: www.armyrecognition.com  
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Military Public Diplomacy – Bhagya Senaratne 

Volume 1, Issue IV 

 Military Public Diplomacy is becoming an in-

creasingly discussed topic in diplomatic circles. The 

discussions pertaining to it are mostly regarding its 

relevance and importance. It is important to under-

stand concepts such as Diplomacy, Public Diplomacy 

and Military Diplomacy which are related to this 

larger topic prior to discussing what Military Public 

Diplomacy is and its relevance in the present day. 

The most straightforward definition on diplomacy is 

given by the Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Diction-

ary & Thesaurus which describes it as the 

“management of relationships between countries” 

and also as the “skill in dealing with people without 

offending or upsetting them.” It is a complex and 

often challenging practice of fostering relationships 

around the world in order to resolve issues and ad-

vance interests. Therefore it can be understood that 

diplomacy is a two pronged concept which entails in 

it the art and practice of conducting negotiations 

and maintaining relations between nations as well 

as the skill in handling affairs without arousing hos-

tility. In 1758 Emerich de Vattel categorised diplo-

macy into three segments in his work ‘Le Droit des 

Gens’ (Law of Nations]. They are the science and art 

of representation of states & negotiations, Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, foreign policy and lastly the career 

or the profession of diplomacy. These categorisa-

tions are still valid over 200 years later. But this 

showcases that diplomacy is not merely about for-

eign policy or representing a country, but that it also 

entails within itself an art and the set of skills re-

quired to negotiate and maintain relations with oth-

er countries.  

 Within this sphere of negotiating  and main-

taining relations with other countries, diplomacy is 

further categorised into several sub-divisions such as 

public diplomacy, military diplomacy, cultural dipl-

macy, preventive diplomacy etc.  

 Military diplomacy which commenced as an 

activity that enabled a country to spy on the host 

country has now evolved into a largely peacetime ac-

tivity. Goran Swistek describes modern military diplo-

macy as “…various activities undertaken by the Minis-

try of Defence to dispel hostility, build and maintain 

trust, and assist in the development of democratically 

accountable armed forces, thereby making a signifi-

cant contribution to conflict prevention and resolu-

tion.” This showcases that military diplomacy has 

evolved drastically over the centuries from an instru-

ment that was beneficial in observing and reporting 

on the host country to an instrument that is helpful in 

promoting modern foreign and security policies in 

countries that are transiting towards post-conflict 

and democratic societies. This now enables the build-

ing of partnerships and partnership capacity. The tar-

get audience for this category of diplomacy is mainly 

military and civil servants of foreign countries and 

does not target civilians. Military diplomacy is con-

ducted via several means such as providing training 

activities for foreign military and civilian defence per-

sonnel, defence management and military technical 

areas, exchanges between military personnel, educa-

tion programmes, and the appointment of defence 

attaches which assists and enables a country to carry 

out many other activities related to defence and mili-

tary cooperation. These are not limited to creating 

bilateral and multilateral contacts between senior 

military and civilian defence officials, signing bilateral 

defence cooperation agreements, providing military 

support and aid with material and equipment, arms 

control and non-proliferation and confidence & secu-

rity-building measures. The appointment of defence 

attaches further assists in organising visits by ships, 

aircrafts and other military units as well as those by 

ministers and military and civilian personnel at all lev-

els.  
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 Military diplomacy also enables governments 

to organise joint exercises and arrange staff talks, con-

ferences and seminars to improve mutual understand-

ing between governments and militaries. Another cat-

egory of diplomacy that needs to be defined in this 

article is public diplomacy which was a concept that 

was coined in 1965 by Edmund A. Gullion and has 

since evolved drastically. He stated that “by public di-

plomacy we understand the means by which govern-

ments, private groups and individuals influence the 

attitudes and opinions of other peoples and govern-

ments in such a way as to exercise influence on their 

foreign policy decisions.” Public diplomacy revolves 

around informing and influencing the attitudes and 

opinions of foreign publics to forward a country’s for-

eign policy interests. It also seeks to safeguard the na-

tional interest and security of a country as explained 

by the Public Diplomacy Alumni Association. 

 As a branch of traditional diplomacy that refers 

to government sponsored programmes and initiatives, 

public diplomacy transmits certain messages regarding 

a nation’s foreign policy, political aims, economic co-

operation efforts or even touristic developments. It is 

a purely civilian aspect of diplomacy which aims to in-

form foreign populations and citizens about the goals 

of a given country’s foreign policy through the use of 

information and culture. Therefore it is even credited 

as an important tool for a diplomat to use. As such the 

Public Diplomacy Council describes it as “…a tool in 

the diplomat’s briefcase, a process in the foreign poli-

cy community” that “impels diplomats and other 

pracitioners to listen, to understand and to engage 

before acting. As products, public diplomacy takes the 

form of actions (programs, activities, products and 

deeds) and messages (ideas themes, words, and val-

ues).” This indicates not only the importance of public 

diplomacy but also the potential it has in terms of a 

country promoting its values and policies.  

 Military public diplomacy is a relatively new 

concept in the civilian’s lexicon as it is slowly shift-

ing towards peacetime operations. This nomencla-

ture of diplomacy commenced mainly during com-

bat operations in foreign countries, as engaging 

with foreign publics is vital for troupes when in ter-

rain alien to them as it assists in gathering intelli-

gence. However efforts during peace-building are 

mainly to promote an understanding of the recon-

struction efforts, rule of law and civic responsibili-

ties in order to promote and sustain consent for 

peace-building both within the host nation and ex-

ternally in the region and in the larger international 

community. This not only illustrates the shift in mili-

tary public diplomacy but also the reasons and re-

quirements for its engagement. Military public di-

plomacy is important as this is a time when security 

is seen as interconnections between civilian and 

military means and approaches. Its importance will 

continue to grow as the use of military force re-

mains a last resort and the engagement between 

civilians and military increase in ensuring peace and 

harmony as the dynamics of the world stage 

change. Militaries have also sought the assistance of 

public diplomacy to convey the softer side of the 

armed forces to civilian populations thus showcas-

ing that they are not merely about arms and ammu-

nition. Armed forces these days also engage in hu-

manitarian assistance and disaster relief (HA&DR) 

efforts in a larger scale as a means of public diplo-

macy. This too showcases the increased relationship 

and engagement with civilians. Therefore, public 

diplomacy in a military context will be extremely 

important in an age where unlike a few decades ago 

when massive world wars took place, the current 

world-order is seeking peaceful means of mitigating 

conflicts. It is also relevant as civilians are increas-

ingly coming into contact with military personnel, 

thus more insight and awareness on the military is 

deemed necessary to change the negative civilian 

perceptions towards the former.  
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   After the 9/11 terror attack, the 

Global War on Terrorism (GWOT) is de-

fined by the world community as a clash of 

Western and Islamic cultures. Most think 

the USA is targeted by Islamic terrorists 

because of their threats to its democracy 

and peace. But from a strategic perspective 

the American concept of GWOT is closely 

connected with the expansion of their 

power and economic interests in the Mid-

dle East. This means the USA has used ter-

rorism to consolidate their power and eco-

nomic gains in the Middle East. As a conse-

quence of this hidden behavior, the USA 

has been victimized by Islamic terrorist 

groups. 

  There is no any argument that USA has radi-

calized the Middle East since Cold War era. The 

most dangerous man to west, Osama Bin Laden is 

the same person who was being praised by western 

media as an “anti-Soviet Warrior” in 1979. When 

the Soviet Union intervened in Afghanistan in 1979, 

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) started recruiting 

people to fight against the Soviet Red Army. Bin 

Laden was the leader who recruited people for a 

newly formed terror group “Mujahedeen” against 

Soviet Union. When President Ronald Regan met 

‘Mujahedeen” in 1983 he mentioned that the weap-

ons are an inspiration to those who love freedom in 

Afghanistan. During the Persian Gulf War (1990-

1991) USA deployed their forces in Saudi Arabia to 

deter Iraqi’s attacks and counter Iraqi efforts of ac-

quiring oil resources in Saudi Arabia. At that time 

Saudi Arabia was the holy place of Muslims and 

there had never been foreign troops before the Gulf 

War. In this regard al-Qaida’s aggression was tilted 

towards America’s economic interests in the Middle  

 

East. Moreover in 2013 too the CIA admitted that the 

Eisenhower administration in Washington overthrew 

the Prime Minister of Iran, Mohammed Mosaddeq in 

1953 who nationalized Iran’s oil which had previous-

ly been controlled by Western Oil Companies. They 

also acknowledged that USA supplied money and 

weapons for the rebels. According to above facts the 

Just War theory which is a theoretical justification of 

war can be identified morally as a prominent factor 

in the US Foreign Policy.  

 In 1970, the CIA used the transnational Sunni 

Islamic terror group “Muslim Brotherhood” to over-

come Soviet Expansion. Even though the “Muslim 

Brotherhood” was founded in Egypt it has reor-

ganized under a new face called “Islamic State Ter-

rorists Group” in Iraq and Syria (ISIS). For instance 

last year the Egyptian Minister of Religious Endow-

ments confirmed that the ISIS was born from the 

Muslim Brotherhood. (The Seventh Day Egyptian 

News Paper: 13 October 2014). On the other hand  
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the USA invasion of Iraq in 2003 caused unemploy-

ment in Sunni areas including Mosul. The Washing-

ton Post also confirmed in a report on 04th April 2015 

that “Almost all senior members of ISIS former were 

Iraqi Soldiers ousted with the fall of the Hussein gov-

ernment.” Therefore it has been revealed that every 

single USA operations has introduced new forms of 

terrorist groups to the world.  

 ISIS is not only the world’s number one Jihadi 

terror group but also a group which is affiliated with 

Al Qaida. They are playing a dominant role in the Syr-

ian Opposition against President Bashar al–Assad 

who supports Iran to ward off threats of Sunni Ji-

hadists. Within this context the Obama administra-

tion also asked Congress for $500 million to train and 

equip Sunni Jihadist rebels in Syria last year. Despite 

that the US supported Syrian rebels and the ISIS 

signed a non-aggression agreement in order to oust 

Syrian President. Along with these activities America-

’s instrumental use of terrorist groups and their net-

works are responsible for the current situation in 

Syria.  

 Further the USA played a special role in using 

their aligned countries to promote terrorism under 

different methods while acquiring political ad-

vantages from it. For instance Saudi Arabia worked 

closely with Washington in recruiting the Mujahe-

deen to fight against the Soviet Union. They are hav- 

ing links with the Al-Qaida in Afghanistan. That was 

very much proved with the reveal of sworn declara-

tions from 9/11 Commissioner Bob Kerrey and the 

Co-Chair of the Congressional Inquiry into 9/11 Bob 

Graham. Their declarations clearly stated that the 

Saudi Government backed the 9/11 attacks. Due to 

these situations the USA understood the worst re-

sults of feeding a devil by their own hands. Even 

though the evidence demonstrates these controver-

sies, USA did not intervene in Saudi Arabia because 

of their economic intentions over large oil reserves in 

Saudi Arabia. 

 Finally these facts illustrate that the US in-

volvement in GWOT is implemented neither for na-

tion building and peace operations. It is a mechanism 

which uses to expand their power and economic 

gains. That is why the ISIS has threatened the USA 

through a video on 03/09/2014 which shows the be-

heading of US journalist, Steven Sotloff. Before being 

killed, Sotloff is forced to say “Your (Obama’s) for-

eign policy of intervention in Iraq was supposed to 

be about the preservation of American lives and in-

terests. So why is it that I’m having to pay the price 

of your interference with my life?”  
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