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Nuclear Energy for Developing Countries: A Comprehensive Study 

on South Asia  

KGMS Kularathna 

 

Abstract - Nuclear power has become a vastly used and discussed concept in the twenty first century 

with many states adapting nuclear technology as an effective means of generating electricity and 

heat. Nuclear power is economically competitive with fossil fuels for base load electricity generation 

in many countries and is one of the commercially proven energy supply options that could be 

expanded in the future to reduce environmental burdens, especially greenhouse gas emissions, from 

the electricity sector. Pakistan, India, and Bangladesh are among the countries which are expecting 

to achieve the status quo of a nuclear country. Henceforth, from these countries India and Pakistan 

are already having their own respective nuclear power. Bangladesh is going to launch its first nuclear 

power plant in the western locale of Rooppur, despite the solid popular assessment against it. The 

Bangladeshi government contends that the venture is important to enhance the country's energy blend 

to improve power age limit. This editorial investigates the Rooppur thermal energy station task and 

contends that there are serious concerns about the venture that ought to be considered by the 

Bangladeshi government and that there are different choices accessible to broaden the domestic 

energy blend. India is already a nuclear country and remains as the most powerful nuclear power in 

South Asia. Indian nuclear power program is completely evolved and has graduated on the whole 

features of nuclear power innovation. The native three-stage nuclear power program is powerful and 

on course. The test of enormous scope nuclear power limit expansion in a fast way has given a chance 

to upgrade the country's ability in receiving and executing different innovations. Pakistan foresees 

an increasingly important and significant share of nuclear power in the energy sector. The 

Government has recently allocated a share of 8000 MW for nuclear energy in the total energy 

scenario of Pakistan by the year 2025. This research paper will provide a comparative study of how 

these three countries have contributed to the nuclear projects. The research will be based on both 

qualitative and quantitative data collected from both primary and secondary sources. 

Keywords - Nuclear programme, Developing countries, South Asia, Energy 
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The Odds of Arms Race Between India and Pakistan  
Lehan Thenura Jayasooriya 

Abstract - Nuclear Weapons or Weapons of Mass Destruction were initially developed by the United 

States of America, and they dropped nuclear bombs in two cities of Japan Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

with the end of the Second World War which proved the destructive power of nuclear weapons. 

During the Cold war period, most of the powerful countries achieved nuclear power. As well as Asian 

countries like India and Pakistan also got nuclear power during the Cold War period. India and 

Pakistan, all these nuclear powers, have a long and intertwined relationship. Following achieving 

independence from British Rule in 1947, the nations have engaged in several conflicts, many of 

which have been waged over the Kashmir territory, which is claimed by both nations. India became 

a nuclear power in 1974, and Pakistan became a nuclear power in 1998. Although neither nation has 

ever used nuclear weapons in battle, several analysts worry that the current situation may progress 

over the use of modern arms. At least four major weapon platforms are currently being developed by 

India to support the various its current nuclear-capable warplanes, land-based delivery mechanisms, 

and sea-based weapons. Some of the other systems are almost finished but will shortly be prepared 

for battle. India is thought to have generated between 140 and 210 nuclear weapons' worth of military 

plutonium, though most likely just 160. However, more plutonium would be needed to create the 

weapons for the missiles now under construction, and it has been stated that India is constructing 

multiple new facilities to generate plutonium. India’s nuclear policy has historically targeted 

Pakistan. India is still updating its nuclear arsenal while operationalizing its developing chord. 

Including two airplanes, four ground ballistic missiles, as well as two sea-based ballistic missiles, 

analysts predict it India presently employs eight distinct nuclear-capable weapons. At least 3 - 4 other 

weapons seem to be in construction. Due to the border disputes between India and Pakistan in the 

Kashmir region, there is the possibility of a nuclear attack. This article mainly concerns how the 

development of nuclear weapons in India threatens Pakistan’s national security. 

Keywords - Nuclear weans, nuclear warheads, National security, India, Pakistan 
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United States in Countering North Korean Nuclear Threats: 

Challenges in the 21st Century 

K Kinuri Wojithma 

Abstract - Since1980s when the United States became aware of the North Korean nuclear 

capabilities the United States and the international community have tried to negotiate to bring 

denuclearization to North Korean nuclear and missile developments and its export of ballistic missile 

technology. The United States has focused on several policy practices in response to these 

proliferation challenges including military cooperation with the United States allies, sanctions, 

nonproliferation mechanisms such as export controls, and several deterrence measures. The decision 

of whether and how to engage with North Korea's regime to end Pyongyang's nuclear program and 

goals has been a challenge for U.S. Presidents for several decades. North Korea and the United States 

have held official conversations in several significant sets; however, all these actions involve 

ineffective policy plans, crises, deadlock, and weak progress against North Korea's nuclear threats. 

This research intends to identify what measures have the United States taken so far in countering 

North Korean nuclear threats in the 21st century and how far these measures were successful. 

Therefore, to address the main research problem the research may analyses the past negotiations that 

took place regarding North Koreas nuclear disarmament and will provide an insight on suitable 

measures that future policy makers must consider when negotiating with nuclear North Korea. 

Keywords – Denuclearization, Proliferation, Nuclear weapons 
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India – Pakistan Conflict and Its Security Implications on South Asia 
TM Samarathunga 

 

Abstract - The India - Pakistan conflict is one of the most enduring rivalries in the world. Following 

the British withdrawal from India, Britain realized the vast cultural differences between the Muslims 

and the Hindus and established political boundaries based on those disparities. After the dissolution 

of the British Raj in 1947, India and Pakistan emerged as two new sovereign states. The bilateral 

relations between India and Pakistan have been complex and largely hostile due to a number of 

historical and political events. The partition of the British Indian Empire resulted in mass migration 

and loss of life. The political borders created by the British have resulted in several conflicts, which 

has hindered the regional consciousness and integration in South Asia. Pakistan has a tense 

relationship with India mainly due to the Kashmir conflict. India and Pakistan fought three major 

wars over the territorial disputes in Kashmir in 1947, 1965 and 1999. All three countries involved in 

the Kashmir issue; India, China and Pakistan have nuclear weapons and it would be disastrous if 

these countries start a nuclear war. Indo - Pakistan relations grew increasingly sour particularly after 

the Siachen conflict in 1984, intensification of the Kashmir insurgency in 1989, Indian and Pakistani 

nuclear tests in 1998 and the 1999 Kargil War. The long running dispute over Kashmir and cross- 

border terrorism have been the predominant causes for India- Pakistan conflict and this has created 

many security implications in the South Asian region. This research focuses on the security aspect 

of India Pakistan conflict on the South Asian region. This research will predominantly utilise the 

qualitative methodology and data will be collected from both primary and secondary sources. 

 

Keywords - India-Pakistan Conflict, Security implications, South Asia, Kashmir conflict 
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President Trump’s Approach Towards Iran’s; The Impact of USA 

Sanctions on Iran’s Foreign Relations  

HR Athauda 

Abstract - US and Iran crisis is a significant phenomenon recorded in the 21st century in the 

international system. Iran and US maintained a relationship based on fundamental resources in 

energy such as oil since the 1950s. With the nationalization of Iran’s oil companies which were 

controlled by Britain, marked a new phase of the US and Iran conflict. Iran is a country that has a 

strong economy due to its natural resources and this economic stability increased its power in the 

Middle East and over the other continents. The main reasons for US’s limitations and sanctions 

towards Iran were this advancement of their economy and especially Iran’s nuclear program. In 

addition to that, the Iranian takeover of the American Embassy on November 4, 1979, the United 

States and Iran severed diplomatic relations in April 1980. The United States and the Islamic 

Republic of Iran have had no formal diplomatic relations since that date Appointment of Donald 

Trump as US president, and tensions between US and Iran became worst. Trump s approach towards 

Iran was harsh and put “maximum pressure” on Iran by economic sanctions after the withdrawal of 

the JCPOA. Both military and non-military attacks escalated on the ground, air as well as in the sea. 

However, Iran s strategic innovations and strong economy faced this problem successfully and 

managed to maintain their sustainable development. In this situation, US sanctions were an 

influential element in shaping foreign relations with Iran. It encouraged Iran to build up new bilateral 

relations with countries such as India and China. This research will be focusing on the reasons for 

Trump’s offensive toward Iran and actions taken during the appointment of Donald Trump while 

discussing how the US sanctions impacted foreign relations with Iran using secondary data sources 

such as books and articles. 

Keywords - Trump’s Presidency, US Sanctions, Iran, Foreign relations 
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The Effect of The Territorial Border Conflicts to The Regional 

Stability: Case Study on Indo – Pakistan Conflict 

PNKD Nethsara 

 

Abstract - Indo Pakistan conflicts over the territorial border on Kashmir that has been occurring 

since the partition of India in 1947, has become a major security threat to the stability of the South 

Asian as a region of whole because India and Pakistan are two major countries in the region. So, the 

disputes between the two countries critically impact on the entire region. On the other hand, the 

escalating conflict with the nuclear acquisition by both the countries make this issue even worse. 

This research will analyse the impact of a territorial border conflict to the regional stability through 

the examination of the border conflicts between India and Pakistan in the South Asian region. Mainly, 

this analytical research is conducted in order to achieve the objectives such as to understand the 

causes behind the border conflicts between India and Pakistan and their effects over the South Asian 

region. This research will focus on the hypothesis that a territorial border conflict may threaten the 

regional stability and it will be proven through Indo – Pakistan conflict in South Asia. Finally, this 

research will conclude with the suggestions and the recommendations to minimize those issues.  

 

Keywords - Regional Stability, Indo-Pakistan Conflict, South Asian region 
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The Resurgence of Taliban in Afghanistan in 2021 and Its Impact on 

the Violation of Human Rights 

Yashinika Nirmani Manamperi 

Abstract - This research focuses on the resurgence of Taliban in 2021 and its impacts on human 

rights violations. The Taliban launched the longest war in US history in Afghanistan from 2001 and 

2021.The Taliban came to power and took over Afghanistan in 2021 and they resurged in 

Afghanistan. Since the fall of the Afghan government and the Taliban's return to power in August 

2021, the situation of human rights in Afghanistan has severely violated. The Taliban is a group of 

Islamic fundamentalists. This Islamic group was established in the early 1990s by Islamic guerrilla 

fighters and they are also called as Afghan mujahideen. Therefore, this research will be provided a 

better understanding about the formation of Taliban in the early 1990s, their return to power in 2021 

and under the rule of Taliban the violations of human rights in Afghanistan. with the resurgence of 

Taliban in Afghanistan there has been lots of economic, social, and political threats happened in the 

country. Afghanistan is considered as a resident to human rights abusers and human rights violations. 

The way of Taliban violates the human rights of Afghan people will be promoted by this research. 

The study will be based on explanative research philosophy and the researcher intends to present 

explanative of the research problem. The research will be conducted under a qualitative design.  

Keywords - Human rights, Taliban, violations, resurgence, impact 
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Illegal Boat Migrations from Sri Lanka to Australia in the 21st 

Century; A Case Study on Negombo  

Heyasha Nethravi Wijesinghe 

Abstract - Sri Lanka and Australia are Island states. Therefore, both countries have access from 

outside by the sea. Mostly illegal migrations are happening toward Australia by sea. Illegal migration 

typically moves upward in terms of wealth, from poor to richer nations.  Illegal boat migration is a 

type of illegal migration. There have been huge illegal boat migrations from Sri Lanka to Australia 

in the 21st century. Negombo is one of the areas where most illegal boat migration attempts are 

arrested in Sri Lanka.  For that, there may be special reasons. Further, there are different pull and 

push factors for these illegal boat migrations. Therefore, a problem arises to find pull and push factors 

for these illegal boat migrations. Significance as this research provides an understanding of the push 

and pull factors of illegal boat migration from Sri Lanka to Australia in the 21st century and provides 

an understanding about why Negombo is the main point for these illegal boat migrations. To identify 

why Sri Lankan migrants mostly choose Australia to illegally migrate by boats as push factors, 

identify why Negombo is the main point for these illegal boat migrations, and identify what are the 

pull factors from Australia are the objectives followed by the research. To achieve a holistic outcome, 

the research utilizes mixed methodology. Finally, the research will demonstrate the pull and push 

factors of illegal boat migration from Sri Lanka to Australia in the 21st century. 

Keywords - Illegal, Migration, Negombo  
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Indian Illegal Fishing Over Sri Lankan Seas; Consequences on the 

Indo-Sri Lankan Relations  

TSP Maheshi 

Abstract – Sri Lanka and India are two neighboring countries and are divided by a slender swath of 

water made up of Palk Bay and the Gulf of Mannar. Indian fishermen continue to enter Sri Lankan 

waters to fish illegally and use illegal fishing techniques including bottom trawling, which is a 

chronic issue in the two states' fishery dispute. Despite the fact defining territorial waters is not as 

simple as defining land, India and Sri Lanka's territorial waters were defined and demarcated in 1974 

and 1976 through a bilateral agreement to establish the International Maritime Boundary Line 

(IMBL). As a result, violating the IMBL and engaging in unlawful fishing or use of illegal fishing 

techniques is considered a violation of the agreements between the two governments, which are 

regulated by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The majority of 

research demonstrate how the Indo-Sri Lankan fishing conflict negatively affects Sri Lanka's and 

India's economies, fishers' livelihoods, and political stability. The fishing conflict has also had a 

number of detrimental effects, such as the degradation of fishery resources, an increase in 

enforcement costs, a decrease in foreign exchange profits, the arrest of fishermen, the presence of 

illegal commerce, and the smuggling of weapons and ammunition. The governments of India and 

Sri Lanka have taken a number of actions to end the fishing dispute. Even so, they haven't yet reached 

a consensus to find a peaceful, long-lasting solution, which is essential for developing the sector in 

a sustainable way. The goals of this research are twofold: first, to make a thorough assessment of the 

financial and livelihood losses that Sri Lanka and those directly impacted by these fishing disputes 

between Sri Lanka and India have suffered; and second, to look into scientific or technical solutions 

to this protracted conflict in order to counteract the perceived lack of political solutions and the 

ineffectiveness of law enforcement. The research would be guided by the qualitative research 

methodology. 
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Geopolitical Issues in the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road and their 

Effects on Sri Lanka 

  GPWM Pathinayake 
 

Abstract - 21st Century Maritime Silk Road Initiative (MSRI) which is considered as the modern 

replica of the ancient silk road trade route has become a highly interactive platform engaging most 

of the nation-states worldwide. This Chinese initiated trade network extends from China to Europe 

connecting Asia, Africa, Middle East, and Europe through a series of Chinese lease owned and 

standalone state ports providing efficient trade routes and economic cooperation across continents.  

Owing to the diverse interests of engaging states in this platform and the regional actors of the 

affected areas, MSRI hold significance for an array of globally and regionally addressed issues. One 

of the most concerned is the geopolitical powerplay surrounding the trade network directly engaging 

several major powers of the contemporary world order. Such tensions get complex in the Indian 

Ocean Region because of the crucial MSRI pathway leading through the region and its three choke 

points which are well known for the competition over geopolitical influence by states such as U.S.A, 

China, and India. Being situated in a hub like strategic location in the trade route, Sri Lanka is 

identified as a key point in the continuation of East West trade through Indian Ocean. As a less 

influential power and a third world country, the island nation’s nonaligned policy has been overtaken 

by the interests of major power actors in the region whilst Sri Lanka struggles to balance them. The 

research study focuses on examining those impacts of geopolitical powerplay in the IOR surrounding 

MSRI on Sri Lanka which are much significant to the island nations’ current situation as well. 

 

Keywords: Geopolitics, 21st Century Maritime Silk Road, Sri Lanka 
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Renewable Energy sources of Sri Lanka by 2030: UNDPs challenges 

and development prospect 

Upeka Sadharuwan Wijerathna 

Abstract - Sri Lanka is said to as the gem of the Indian Ocean, and it now has numerous significant 

urbanization and development initiatives underway. The United Nations Development Program 

(UNDP) is one of the UN agencies responsible for the global developing sector. Supporting 

indigenization globally, serving as a dependable partner and counsellor to nations in the area, and 

achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals are all associated accomplishments of this UNDP. 

Its goal is to evaluate Sri Lanka's energy industry and achieve a fully sustainable electricity 

generation by 2030. The purpose of this research is to identify the challenges that will need to be 

overcome in order to realize these goals, as well as to determine Sri Lanka's future vision within the 

UNDP and work toward realizing total energy independence for Sri Lanka from fossil fuels by the 

year 2030. Literature reviews served as the study's main techniques of inquiry. On both quantitative 

and qualitative sources, the appraisal of current research on current issues, future advancement, and 

its effect on the system of environmental sustainability will be based. Determine the potential 

methods and strategies that might be employed to meet the nation's energy demands using renewable 

resources to strengthen the infrastructure of the nation's environmental sustainability. It is important 

to develop a hypothesis utilizing techniques like case studies and surveys. The observations and 

information acquired will then demonstrate how, according to a UNDP evaluation of Sri Lanka's 

electrical market, the country's use of renewable energy will peak by 2030. 

Keywords - Renewable energy, Sri Lanka, UNDB, modernistic challenges, development prospects 
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Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 1: Challenges 

Encountering during the Economic Crisis in Sri Lanka (2021-2022)) 
SC Wickramarachchi        

                       

Abstract – The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) of the UN are 17 goals that countries have 

committed to achieving by 2030. Sri Lanka is among those attempting to attain those objectives. The 

First goal is to end Poverty in all forms. The goal has 7 targets, and 13 indicators measure progress. 

Due to the current economic crisis in Sri Lanka, there have been some difficulties in achieving those 

goal. That is, the present situation in Sri Lanka indicates that challenges to this include 

unemployment, Political unrest, economic instability, food shortages, and inflation and education 

disruption. However, despite these difficulties these sustainable development goals must be achieved 

by 2030. The research will be based on both qualitative data collected from both primary and 

secondary data collection and research follows the case study method by analysing the impact of 

economic crisis in Sri Lanka, and challenges Sri Lanka face in achieving no poverty. The research 

identified the economic crisis as the main challenge to achieving this goal. The Easter Sunday attack 

and Covid 19 pandemic both had an impact on this. Accordingly, the no poverty goal has become 

difficult for the government and of Sri Lanka and as well as other organization and institutions to 

achieve. This research identified what we can do to overcome challenges imposed by the economic 

crisis and achieve this by 2030.In view the current economic crisis, it also proves how challenging 

this to achieve. 

Keywords - Economic Crisis, Poverty, Sustainable Development Goals 
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Sino – Lanka Economic Relations; Examining the Impacts on Sri 

Lanka 

IA Dewage 

Abstract - China is the second-largest importer of products in the world and has the fastest-growing 

consumer market. China has grown to be a significant partner of Sri Lanka since the two countries 

established diplomatic ties in the 1950s, even though historical relationships between Sri Lanka and 

China date back over about 20 centuries based on shared religious and cultural values. Sri Lanka is 

a significant nation on the String of Pearls, a strategic project by China in the Indian Ocean known 

as the Maritime Silk Road and a component of a larger development plan called One Belt, One Road. 

As a significant donor of aid, loans, and technical assistance, China has also supported number of 

major infrastructure development projects in Sri Lanka. Such Chinese contributions will be beneficial 

to Sri Lanka's future economic growth in several ways. However, the significant foreign debts taken 

out for infrastructure projects are one of the causes of the current economic crisis. These projects 

were backed by the outbreak of covid 19 pandemic and failed to outcome the benefits as 

economically planned. Thus, it struggled to prove successful, it became a subject of criticism and Sri 

Lanka was left with mounting debts. This research aims to critically analyse how China developed 

its economy and how it influenced Sri Lanka’s economy. The research will also focus on 

opportunities and challenges for Sino-Lanka economic relations and causes of Sri Lanka’s worst 

financial crisis since independence in 1948 due to Chinese debt trap diplomacy. 

Keywords - China, Maritime Silk Road, debt-trap diplomacy, Belt and Road Initiative 
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The Implications of Russia-Ukraine Crisis on Regional Economies: A 

Case Study on South Asia 
DMTSU Dasanayaka 

 

Abstract - The Russo-Ukrainian War began by reviving the geopolitical currents of the Cold War 

era in late 20th century, and the Russia’s invasion of Ukraine led to drastic changes in the geopolitics, 

geo-economics, and geo-social patterns of the 21st century. The crisis is expected to be liable to the 

creation of global economic crisis, warning on long-term inflations and stagflations around the globe 

victimizing nations in every region rather than Europe and Russia, which is estimated to be escalated 

into a global humanitarian crisis. Despite the distant geographical location of the region from Russia 

and Ukraine, the effects of the Ukraine-Crisis on the region are obviously not mild, the region is 

considered to be the first region to collapse due to the economic meltdown resulted from Ukraine 

crisis. Several ideologies and narratives are built upon the impacts of the Ukraine Crisis on the South 

Asian economies, but there is a significant lack of research and academic compositions relating to 

the subject matter. Accordingly, the research is objected to explore and analyse the negative and 

positive, if any, impacts of the Ukraine Crisis on the regional economies by investigating the 

economies of South Asia and the vulnerabilities of the South Asian economies, and finally, to provide 

an academic composition regarding the subject area which provide answers to the questions 

concerning on the impact of the Ukraine crisis and the vulnerabilities of the South Asian economies. 

 

Keywords - Ukraine-Crisis, South Asia, economy, inflation, economic policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tarkesh Dasanayaka in an undergraduate of General Sir John Kothelawala defence 

University who follows BSc in International Relations and strategic studies. He was also 

a student of St, Thomas College matale. He faced Advanced Levels in 2019 under 

languages stream by following the three subjects: English, French and Greek and roman 

civilization. 



FDSS IR Student Research Forum-2022   

General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University 

 

 

18 

Effect Of the Cross Line of Control Trade on Kashmir: A Case Study 

on Economic Security 

Imalka Chandrasekara 

Abstract - The commencement of crossline of Control trading along the Uri-Muzaffarabad and 

Poonch-Rawalakote routes on October 21, 2008, as part of Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) 

between Pakistan and India and to promote economic development in between Jammu and Kashmir 

on the Indian side and Azad Jammu and Kashmir on the Pakistani side, marked a paradigm shift 

since the Indian subcontinent was divided in 1947. Travel and trade across the Line of Control have 

been able to promote economic development, mutual aid, and transformative spaces, creating 

improvements that will help lower tensions around Kashmir. This most successful CBM between 

India and Pakistan halted on April 19, 2019, claiming the use of the trade routes for the transportation 

of weapons, fake money, and drugs which directly affected the living of many people. However, this 

paper outlines the challenges and limitations the industry as well as the stakeholders face, and the 

future implementations needed for reestablishment of the Cross Line of Control Trade.  

Keywords – Cross Line of Control, Confidence Building Measures, Kashmir, Economic development 
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Critique on Contribution of UNSC on Global Security in 21st Century 

GWHDK Arachchige 

Abstract - This chapter is devoted to examining the contributions of the United Nations to global 

security in the twenty-first century and the events and actions that were taken to achieve them. The 

model and functions of the Security Council, one of the grant agencies of the United Nations, as well 

as events so far, focus on particular causes in the new century. However, this topic is not new to the 

UN agenda and has already been addressed within the framework of the UN Strategy on Global 

Issues. The burning issue will be analysed and discussed in light of activities and initiatives 

undertaken by the Security Council and General Assembly as well as other UN agencies such as the 

Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force and the UN Office on Drugs and Crime. As the world 

lives in the 21st century and it grows rapidly, the number of threats also increases rapidly. Basically, 

as a threat to security, which is, global security, the inquiry is made through two grant areas. Attention 

has been focused on the threatening activities carried out by the countries of the world and by various 

organizations or groups of individuals, are threats. That is, the actions that are carried out in a way 

that threaten global security with any objective or purpose, the intervention of the United Nations 

Security Council and the actions taken, and the solutions and alternatives are examined. By using 

qualitative methodology, we can simply identify what those threats are, how they have a threatening 

effect, and what actions will be taken by the UN Security Council, especially in the 21st century. 

Keywords - Global security, Security Council of the United Nation, Cyber threats, space threats, 21st 

century 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G.W.H. Darshika Arachchige is an undergraduate from the Faculty of Defence and 

Strategic Studies following Strategic Studies and International Relations degree at 

General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University, Sri Lanka. She completed her primary 

and secondary education at Sacred Heart Convent, Galle. She did Logic, Political, and 

Geography for her Advanced Level Examination in the art stream. She successfully 

participated as a Delegate in the IMUN online conference 62.0 in June 2021. She hopes 

to continue her higher academics in the field of international relations and represent 

her mother country. 



FDSS IR Student Research Forum-2022   

General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University 

 

 

21 

The Influence of Cultural Diplomacy in Bridging the Ideological 

Dispute Between China and Japan; Cuisine, Art, and Religion 

KHA Fernando 

Abstract – According to the famous quote of James Carville, “Ideologies aren’t all that important, 

what is important is Phycology”. The Ideological dispute between China and Japan could be 

considered as a blockade which resists the Sino Japan relations which have been blooming for almost 

half a century. physiologically it is stated that ideas could be transformed along with sentimental 

attachments. Culture which is considered as a tool of soft power could be used to bridge the 

controversy ideas between the two states. Hu Jintao the former Chinese president once stated that 

“cultural exchange is a bridge to enhance the mutual understanding and friendship between different 

nation states”. The study analyses the cultural attachment which could be used as tool in order to 

bridge the ideological dispute. The researcher mainly focuses on the cultural aspects between the two 

great powers and its influence in reshaping the bilateral relations despite the controversy ideas. The 

research carries its importance as it bridges a dispute using soft power instead of using hard power 

in a technologically sophisticated era as well as this research gains prominence due to the 50th 

anniversary of Sino Japan relations in 2022.  The research will be beneficial to understand and 

identify the transformation of the ideological dispute due to cultural influence. In order to achieve 

the research objectives, the researcher will use a mixed methodology of primary and secondary data 

which includes previous research papers, journal articles, books and interviews based on the subject 

area. overall, the research will be focusing on the key elements based on cultural aspects and its 

impact on influencing the ideological dispute in positive manner. 

Keywords - China, Japan, Cultural Diplomacy, Ideological Dispute 
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Soft Power Projection of the USA; A Case Study on American Film 

Industry from 2011-2021 

S.K.J.Ratnayake 

 

Abstract - Soft power is a formidable instrument that helps the USA to protect its sovereignty and 

security. It strives to underline the importance of the country engaging with other states. When it 

comes to the present-day context, through Hollywood combined with technology, the USA begins to 

apply viewpoints and philosophical arguments that comprise its soft power in international political 

arena. The American Film industry, which works throughout the world to instil America's image in 

people's minds, is an entertainment vehicle that facilitates the transmission of social and political 

messages from the United States. The American Film industry, known as Hollywood, conveys the 

culture of Americans, argues the necessity for democratic ideals around the globe, and strives to 

transform foreign public lifestyles in social and political areas into a shape appropriate to American 

values in order to reign in contemporary international politics. In this paper, The American film 

industry will be investigated as a soft power tool of the USA, and its significance corresponding to 

contemporary international politics will be examined. 

 

Keywords - Soft Power, American Film Industry (Hollywood), International politics, America 
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The Role of International Law in the Preservation of Human Rights 

Violations; Case Study of Sierra Leone ,1991-2021 

Deweni Nadeesha Rambukwella

Abstract - Sierra Leone, often known as Salone or the Republic of Sierra Leone, is a nation on the 

southwest coast of West Africa. Guinea encircles the southern part of the country, and Liberia borders 

the southeast. Freetown is the country's largest and capital city. The serious and grotesque human 

rights violations in Sierra Leone had been prevalent since its civil war in 1991.  The Revolutionary 

United Front (RUF), supported by Charles Taylor's National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) 

special forces, intervened in Sierra Leone on March 23, 1991, in an effort to overthrow the Joseph 

Momoh government. The Sierra Leone Civil War lasted until February 2002. Over 50,000 people 

died in the ensuing civil war, which engulfed the nation, lasting 11 years. Since the inception of the 

civil war in 1991, Human right violations in Sierra Leone have been continuing in a deplorable state. 

This research seeks to examine the major human rights problems, such as Women’s Rights, 

Children’s Rights, Human Trafficking, while tracing the impact of human right violations on Sierra 

Leone nationals. The reader will gain a better understanding of the impact of international law, and 

resolutions in the preservation of human rights in Sierra Leone. Furthermore, this research intends to 

analyze the role of NGOs and United Nations human rights programs to preserve the major human-

rights problems in Sierra Leone today. The introduction, background of the problem, and objectives 

of the research were stated at the beginning of the research. Based on the correlational character of 

the study, availability of data, and contextual relevance through using secondary sources, a 

qualitative methodological approach and as well as a quantitative methodological approach was 

proposed. Both approaches will be used to analyze the data, followed by a discussion, findings, 

results, and recommendations. Students and academics interested in human rights violations, 

international law, and conflict resolution studies will find this material useful. 

Keywords - Human Rights, Human Rights Violations, International Law 
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The Impact of Negative Media on the Proceedings of the United 

Nations; The Shift in Public Outlook and Its Consequences 

KVN De Silva 

Abstract - Media is instrumental in shaping the public persona of an institution and yields 

unparalleled power in creating and sharing of narratives. United Nations, as one of the leading 

international organizations of the world has always become prey to widespread media scrutiny.  The 

negative media targeting United Nations has vehemently contributed towards faltering public’s 

opinions of the Organization. This study focuses on analysing and examining the negative media 

compiled on the proceedings and actions of the United Nations Organization. Data and statistics 

needed for the compilation of the research has been extracted from secondary sources, books. 

Reports, websites, Documentaries etc. The research determines and showcases how negative media 

has deterred United Nations Organizations from accomplishing its envisioned goals and targets. It 

further analyses and showcases the influence of United Nations’ Public image and how instrumental 

it is in accomplishing its targets and goals, concurrently, expounding further on how negative media 

has shifted public perception on the efficiency of the United Nations as an international organization. 

Keywords - Negative media, United Nations, Public outlook 
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The Role of Media in Confidence Building of the General Public of Sri 

Lanka in Emergency Situations 
Buddhika Senavirathna 

Sri Lanka Military Academy – Diyatalawa 

 

Abstract - This research studied the role of the media in building the confidence of the public in Sri 

Lanka during emergencies. This was an exploratory research based on one variable and was a mixed 

method analysis using both quantitative and qualitative data. Today, Sri Lankan people are at a high 

level of discomfort due to frequent natural and man-made emergencies. It can be seen that the people 

who are faced with such emergency situations mostly turn to get information through the media and 

special feature of the people of Sri Lanka is strongly believe in the information provided by the 

media. However, in almost every case of a national emergency situation, the Sri Lankan media can 

be seen acting individually and trying to announce that they provide information before others. 

Accordingly, in national emergency situations, a great responsibility is assigned to the media to build 

the confidence of the people in Sri Lanka, and it can be suggested that the Ministry of Mass Media 

should take the lead. Also, it is important to establish a national level coordination centre to deal with 

such a situation and it is also important to maintain good coordination between the Ministry of Mass 

Media and the Ministry of Disaster Management. Also, it is important to appoint senior journalists 

in Sri Lanka as an advisory board and work with all media in a well-coordinated manner. For that, it 

is important to change and introduce appropriate media ethics. 

Keywords: Emergency Situation, Information, Media, Media Ethics, News  
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Enhancing Leadership Qualities of Officer Cadets at Sri Lanka 

Military Academy  
M.R. Sithara 

Sri Lanka Military Academy – Diyathalawa 

 

Abstract - Military leadership requires a great deal of talents, a special set of interpersonal abilities 

as well as certain moral qualities.  It is reasonable to define this research as applied research because 

it analyzes the improvement of leadership qualities of Officer Cadets in SLMA. Also, this research 

can be described as a mixed method research, it is based on both qualitative and quantitative data. 

Opportunities for school students in Sri Lanka to learn and experience leadership are very minimum. 

Therefore, it appears that the leadership ability of the Officer Cadets who start military training in 

SLMA is at a low level. Military training activities and academic subjects are planned in such a way 

that there is an opportunity to gain leadership experience, but the number of opportunities seem to 

be minimum due to the presence of a large group of Officer Cadets. Also, although Officer Cadets 

get many opportunities to volunteer and develop their leadership skills, they tend to miss them. In 

order to avoid these situations and develop the leadership skills of Cadets, it is recommended to carry 

out theoretical teaching about leadership during all the terms under several criteria and every lesson 

should be planned in such a way that every Officer Cadet gets the opportunity to hold a certain 

responsibility. Also, a programme should be implemented to make the Officer Cadets to understand 

the importance of leadership training and it is good to educate them on how to grasp every 

opportunity that comes in their way.   

Keywords - Leadership, Military Training, Officer Cadets, Sri Lanka Army, Sri Lanka Military 

Academy 
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Improve the Contribution of Sri Lanka Army to Enhance Agriculture 

Sector in Sri Lanka  
Melan Biyanwila 

Sri Lanka Military Academy - Diyatalawa 

  

Abstract - Agriculture sector is dynamic as it comprises of domestic and export sub-sectors which 

determines the delivery of income, employment, foreign exchange, food and raw materials. The 

agriculture sector holds a superior place in the Sri Lankan economy regardless of its comparatively 

lesser contribution to gross domestic product and high employment rate. This research focused to 

improve the contribution of the Sri Lanka Army to enhance agriculture sector in Sri Lanka in a 

context where the country is currently facing a severe economic crisis. Therefore, farmers in Sri 

Lanka have faced several issues due to declining of yields. This is one variable applied research that 

follows exploratory research approach, based on secondary data and qualitative analysis. The study 

found that the Army contributes to Sri Lanka's agricultural industry in varied fronts in collaboration 

with the civil community, with the aspiration of making Sri Lanka a prosperous country in the future.  

As the use of organic fertilizer is widely practiced in the Farms of Sri Lanka Army, the quality of the 

harvest; health hazards can be minimized.  Hence, the study suggests launching projects island wide 

for manufacturing organic fertilizer to promote the nation's farming culture and agricultural industry. 

The study recommends that The Ministry of Agriculture should offer the required assistance to 

choose appropriate crop variants in accordance with Sri Lanka's agroclimatic zone. The Army should 

carry out irrigation development projects in cooperation with irrigation ministry to enhance 

agriculture. The government should fund the research body to conduct studies to determine the issues 

and opportunities for the development of Sri Lanka's agriculture industry.   

Keywords - Agriculture, Economy, Organic Fertilizer, Sri Lanka Army, Yield 
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Military Perception of Kingdom of Sigiriya 
Buddhika Senavirathna 

Sri Lanka Military Academy – Diyatalawa 

 

Abstract - This study can be classified as exploratory research as it focuses on a single variable, and 

this is research that examines a historical issue with a military perspective. This research is based on 

historical facts and qualitative analysis method was used. The analysis revealed that King Kasyapa 

had prepared many defenses plans due to his security uncertainty. Prince Kasyapa killed his father 

and took over the kingship while his brother Prince Mugalan fled to India. King Kasyapa thought 

that Sigiriya was a safe place due to the threats he had and made it his kingdom.  Sigiriya was a 

massive rock that rose above the plain, allowing for an unobstructed view in all directions. It was 

chosen as the capital because of the strategic advantage it would provide the defenders during an 

attack. To improve Sigiriya's security, the location and design were chosen based on the water 

potential of the Sigiriya wewa and Sigiriya oya. There are many lessons that can be learned today 

from analyzing Sigiriya's security plans. It is important to study the security arrangements in Sigiriya 

and make preparations to the security of the current Army camps and nationally important places. 

Further, by providing an opportunity to research how the security of the historical kingdoms was 

prepared, the knowledge of the current Army can be provided by directing the officer cadets to 

engage in such research. Moreover, it is important to have the ability to expand and develop the 

thinking of future Army officers about security concerns.  

Keywords - Defense Strategy, Kingdom of Sigiriya, King Kashyapa, Security 
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